
The Mayor’s Report  

2nd October 2018 to 26th November 2018 

 

02/10/18 I attended the annual judicial service at St. Mary’s Minster in Reading. This is a 

special service of all those who work in our judicial system.  

04/10/2018 In the afternoon I went to an exhibition at West Berkshire Museum to celebrate 

the 70 years Newbury College has been running. The college seems to have gone from 

strength to strength and is another local establishment to be proud of. 

06/10/2018 – 19/10/2018 Thatcham Festival. 

This started with me unveiling a blue 

plaque of an old coaching house we 

know as the Kings Head Pub in The 

Broadway. I was helped by an elderly 

gentleman who has been a customer 

since he was 15 years old. It is a nice 

reminder of historical Thatcham. We 

also had a couple of Tootlers playing 

post horns that would have been 

used on the coaches in days gone 

past. 

I attended 35 Thatcham Festival 

events in total. All were interesting 

and enjoyable and very varied and a 

huge thanks to all those who took 

part. 

19/10/2018 I visited West Berkshire 

Community Hospital who had a “70 

years of the NHS” celebration plus a 90th birthday party for one their volunteers and I was 

pleased to be accompanied by District Councillor Marigold Jaques. 

24/10/2018 In the evening I went to Readibus’s AGM held in Reading, accompanied by Jeff 

Beck. This is a worthwhile cause and I think some us do not realise that there is this extra 

bus service to hand. 

27/10/2018 Watership Brass and the Royal British Legion held a Remembrance Concert at 

Thatcham Baptist Church. They were on fine form as usual and I thoroughly enjoyed the 

concert. 

30/10/2018 The Samaritans held their AGM at St Bartholomew’s School in Newbury. I had 

previously attended an AGM and yet again was struck by the importance of this charity. 

There is somebody there at the end of the phone ready to listen and help but not judge. Well 

done to them for continuing with this vital charity. 

01/11/2018 I went to Trinity School with Jeff Beck for an evening of War Poetry which was 

very moving. 

02/11/2018 The afternoon saw me at Woolhampton School presentation day. I went with Mr 

Bob Moore from Thacham Rugby Club to present the trophies won during the Rugby 

Schools Festival at Thatcham Festival. 



03/11/2018 I went with Jeff Beck 

for a very touching  

non-denominational Remembrance 

service at St Mary’s Minster in 

Reading.  

08/11/2018 I visited Xtrac at 

Colthrop to celebrate the opening 

of their new factory extension 

where I had the pleasure of 

meeting Prime Minister Theresa 

May. 

09/11/2018 I was back at Xtrac for 

their Festival of Engineering, well 

attended by many local students. I 

found it very interesting although 

some of the technology used was 

well above my understanding! 

They make high tech gear boxes 

for Formula 1 racing cars - all 

fascinating stuff. A huge thank you to the Directors and staff who made me feel warmly 

welcomed and I am proud that we have such a Company in Thatcham.  

In the evening I went with Jeff Beck to officially launch the fantastic firework display jointly 

put on by Kennet School PTA and Francis Baily School PTA. I felt like a child again 

marvelling at all the rockets, flashes and bangs! It was all very cleverly set in time to music 

which matched perfectly. 

10/11/2018 There was a 

ceremony at the War 

Memorial for the unveiling 

of a plaque with additional 

names inscribed of those 

local men who lost their 

lives during WW1 

previously not 

commemorated elsewhere. 

I was pleased to lay a 

wreath for the town along 

with the descendants of 

two of the men. A touching 

ceremony which had taken 

a lot of research and time 

by our local Historical 

Society, including Dr Nick 

Young and Mrs Sue Ellis 

and many others. A huge 

well done to Nathan 

Gregory, Chairman of the 

Memorial Trust and 

organiser of the event.  

In the evening I went to a concert by Beenham Wind Orchestra at St Mary’s Church entitled 

Poppies of Peace, which was lovely. 



11/11/2018 Remembrance Day which this year on the 100 years armistice fell on Armistice 

Day too. I was delighted to be in the 

leading group of the parade from the 

Kingsland Centre to the War 

Memorial where I laid a wreath. We 

then paraded to St. Mary’s Church 

for a short service. We estimate 

there were around 4,000 members 

of the community out that day which 

is fantastic. 

In the evening it was a privilege to 

light the beacon at St. Mary’s 

Church as part of the national 

celebration joined by thousands of 

other parishes and towns. As the 

church bells rang out we then took 

our seats inside the church for an 

incredibly poignant but also uplifting 

celebratory concert and a huge 

thanks to everyone who performed 

and organised such a memorable 

evening. 

12/11/2018 I continued my walk around the parish boundary with another 3½ miles. I was 

accompanied by Deputy Mayor Richard Crumly and Councillor Marigold Jaques. 

13/11/2018 Early evening found me at St. Marys Church again, this time with the 3rd Kennet 

Vale Rainbows, who as part of UK Parliament Week were learning about the suffragettes. 

Badges in the correct colours were being made and the women’s cause discussed. I also 

watched 4 Rainbows make their Promises becoming “proper” Rainbows. Lovely to see 

young people involved and also keen to do the things to earn their badges. 

14/11/2018 In the morning I went to Newbury Town Hall to see the WW1 exhibition. It was 

sad to see so many local young men who lost their lives but also comforting to see that they 

have not been forgotten. 

15/11/2018 I attended West Berkshire Health Watch Voice of Disability Day at Thatcham 

Catholic Hall. It was very interesting and I learnt a lot about how much is out there for the 

elderly and disabled but also things they are still struggling with such as parking, transport 

etc.  

In the evening I went with Jeff Beck to a pre-Christmas party run by Buzz magazine at the 

Double Tree Hotel in Chieveley. We had carols sung by the children’s choir from Chieveley 

Primary School and a couple of short talks by the organisers. 

18/11/2018 Lunchtime I went to the Riverside Community Centre for World Food Day which 

was partly organised by Healthwatch West Berkshire who I had met previously. We had 

many nationalities there, many of whom had brought their traditional dishes for us to try. 

Yummy – so much food and yes all delicious.  It was also lovely talking to so many different 

people. We had several speeches with a welcome from Carol Jackson-Doerge, Chairman of 

West Berkshire Council, and a thank you at the end by Nick Carter, West Berkshire Council 

CEO. Well done to the organisers - definitely a successful event. 

 



19/11/2018 Off to Newbury Racecourse where the Army gave 190 of us an update on how it 

is doing and explaining all about themselves.  An interesting and informative event. 

 

In the morning I went to 

the Community Furniture 

Project for the official 

opening of the annual 

Toy Appeal.  This is run 

by Swift Couriers with 

support from the 

Community Furniture 

Project. I took with me 

our donation of a 

skateboard which they 

were delighted with as it 

seems boys presents 

are in short supply (as 

“girls” toys take over).  

Father Christmas was 

there to see the children 

from Parsons Down 

School.  The Mayor of Newbury was there plus representatives from well-known stores and 

local businesses and the Director of Swift gave a short talk on this enterprise.  Full marks to 

all involved. Toys at Christmas for children are still required, even in this day and age. 
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