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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of a Meeting of the 

Planning Committee Review Working Party 
held on Wednesday 17th October 2018 at 5.30pm 

at the Council Offices, Brownsfield Road, Thatcham 
 
Present: Councillors Steve Ardagh-Walter (Chairman), Dan Carter and Richard Crumly 
 
In attendance: Mel Alexander (Town Clerk)  
 
                                          
1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  

There were no apologies for absence. 
 

2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  There were no declarations of interest. 
 
3. MINUTES 
AGREED to take as read and confirm as accurate the Minutes of the meeting held on 

9th October 2018. 
 

4. WEST BERKSHIRE VISION 2036 
A draft response to the West Berkshire Vision 2036 consultation had been 
circulated prior to the meeting. 

AGREED that, subject to amendment to highlight links to the Health & Wellbeing 
Board’s objectives to improve outcomes and opportunities, particularly for 
young people, that the draft response be presented to the Planning and 
Highways Committee for approval1.  

5. LOCAL INFRASTRUCTURE IMPROVEMENTS 
Members discussed potential local infrastructure improvements and agreed 
that this should be considered alongside with the review of actions within the 
Thatcham Parish Plan. 

AGREED that local infrastructure improvements be considered by the Planning and 
Highways Committee, and other Committees of the Town Council as 
appropriate, in conjunction with the review of actions within the Thatcham 
Parish Plan, with appropriate outcomes being fed into supplementary 
planning documents as necessary. 

 
6. REVIEW OF THATCHAM PARISH PLAN 

Following demise of Thatcham Vision in September 2017, it was agreed at a 
meeting of the Finance and General Purposes Committee on 2nd October 
2017 that Thatcham Town Council pursue implementation of the Parish Plan 
[written by Thatcham Vision] (FGP/2017/55).  It was agreed that this should 
be pursued by the relevant Committees of the Town Council. 

AGREED to present actions from the Thatcham Parish Plan to the relevant Committees 
of the Town Council for review and implementation, with appropriate 
outcomes being fed into supplementary planning documents as necessary. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                                                           
1 Post meeting – appendix I 
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7. RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE PLANNING AND HIGHWAYS COMMITTEE 
AGREED that the following recommendations be presented to the Planning and 

Highways Committee for consideration: 
 

(i) not to recruit a replacement Planning Support Officer at this time, 

whilst the below proposals are assessed;  

 

(ii) that, given the presumption in favour of development contained within 

the National Planning Policy Framework, the Planning and Highways 

Committee should reduce the resources spent on planning 

applications by reassessing which applications are presented to the 

Planning and Highways Committee, and a specification would be 

drawn up for presentation to the Committee on 23rd October 20182;  

 

(iii) that responses to planning applications should focus more on 
compliance with planning policy; 
 

(iv) that creation of supplementary planning documents should be 
prioritised and costs for consultancy support to achieve this be 
presented to a future meeting of the Planning and Highways 
Committee for consideration;  
 

(v) that implementation of the Thatcham Parish Plan be considered by the 
relevant Town Council Committees; 
 

(vi) that the role of the Planning Committee Review Working Party be 
extended in accordance with the following suggested Terms of 
Reference: 
“To support, as needed, preparation and production of supplementary 
planning documents.” 

 
 
 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 6.54pm 
 
 
 
Signed ________________________________  Date ____________________ 
  

                                                           
2 Post meeting – appendix II 
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Appendix I 

 

Thatcham Town Council welcomes the West Berkshire Health & Wellbeing Board’s draft 
“West Berkshire 2036” which, once adopted, will set aspirations for the district over the next 
17 years. 
It is noted that West Berkshire 2036 is set to align with the new West Berkshire Local Plan 
and will have a role in setting a framework within which other strategies and plans will be 
developed; including the West Berkshire Health and Wellbeing Strategy and the West 
Berkshire Economic Development Strategy.  It is with this in mind that Thatcham Town 
Council welcomes West Berkshire 2036 as an opportunity for Thatcham to receive the 
investment that is desperately needed, having been lacking in support of the town’s growth 
over recent years.   
The draft document sets five key areas for delivery: 

 A West Berkshire were everybody has what they need to fulfil their potential 

 A West Berkshire with a housing mix with something for everyone 

 A West Berkshire that welcomes business, enterprise and industry into a productive, 

growing and dynamic local economy 

 A West Berkshire where the health and wellbeing of residents of all ages and 

backgrounds is good 

 A West Berkshire with both beautiful and diverse natural landscapes and a strong 

cultural offering 

To support delivery of these keys areas in Thatcham, and thereby improving the outcomes 
and opportunities for the community, and particularly for young people, significant 
investment is needed.  Thatcham Town Council understands the challenges of delivering 
such investment and recognises that Thatcham must play its part in the sustainable growth 
of the district.   
 
Community Facilities 
Thatcham Town Council is mindful that, with three high profile shopping destinations on its 
doorstep, Thatcham is not a retail magnet but Thatcham has a community spirit to be proud 
of.  A community that requires better investment in its facilities.  A collaborative approach 
between West Berkshire 2036 and planning policy could see Thatcham receive the 
enhanced community facilities it needs and deserves. 
 
Business Enterprise Zone 
With the right infrastructure in place Thatcham could become a Business Enterprise Zone, 
with enhancements to the existing business parks.  An exciting prospect, however, such 
development will require improved access to, from and between the A4, A34 and A339.  
Thatcham Town Council welcomes West Berkshire 2036 as an opportunity to achieve this 
investment. 
 
Design Appraisal 
In 2007 West Berkshire Council commissioned a Design Appraisal for Thatcham town centre 
as part of the evidence base for a future policy framework for the town. Three keys aims of 
the Design Appraisal were: 

 Reinforcing Thatcham’s identity as an independent, thriving market town 

 Reducing the need for residents to travel elsewhere 

 Improving the look and feel of the town 

Aims embraced by West Berkshire 2036.  The Design Appraisal was published in February 
2009, however, the financial crash of 2008 meant delivery of the Appraisal was put on hold.  
Thatcham Town Council sees West Berkshire 2036 as an opportunity to revive and deliver a 
new plan for Thatcham, with multi-agency support.   
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Thatcham Parish Plan 
Thatcham Parish Plan, adopted by Thatcham Town Council and subsequently by West 
Berkshire Council in 2016, is a series of actions, compiled following extensive community 
consultation, to enable Thatcham to meet the needs of the town in the future.  Thatcham 
Town Council sees West Berkshire 2036 as an opportunity to deliver these actions, again 
with multi-agency support.   
In summary, Thatcham Town Council welcomes West Berkshire 2036 as an exciting 
opportunity for Thatcham and looks forward to engaging in meaningful conversations with 
the West Berkshire Health & Wellbeing Board and partner agencies, as West Berkshire 2036 
progresses through stages of consultation, review, adoption and delivery.  
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Appendix II 
 
 
That authority be delegated to the Clerk to decide which applications are presented to the 
Planning and Highways Committee for consideration, in accordance with the following 
guidance: 
Committee will not consider applications for conservatories 

Committee will not consider applications for garage conversions 

Committee will not consider applications for single-storey constructions; including, but not 

limited to, extensions, garages, garden rooms etc. 

Unless such applications are subject to representations. 

Thatcham Town Council will not comment on any applications not considered by Committee. 

 


