
Commemorative Plaque Objectives & Criteria 
 
The objectives and criteria below are the exact assessment parameters that members of the 
Heritage Working Party will use when shortlisting proposals. Objectives outline the ethos 
and direction of the whole plaque scheme, whilst criteria give the specific requirements that 
a proposal must meet to progress.  
 

Objectives  
 

A. The plaque should be the commemoration of a particular subject, rather than the 
mere erection of a set number of plaques.  

B. The plaque must enhance the local community.  
C. The plaque content must be educational. 
D. The plaques must seek to encourage further investigation by the general public.  
E. The plaque must commemorate a person and their accolades, a building or site of a 

building, or a noteworthy event. 
F. The plaque may commemorate tragic or macabre events but consideration to its 

appropriateness in a public space must be given. 
 

SECTION 1 - Criteria for all plaques 
 

1. Justification of the importance of the person, building or event must be given. 
2. Minimum of two sources supporting the application – one must be a published work. 
3. Reasoning to meet the objective ‘the plaque must enhance the local community’.  
4. An identified and clearly indicated location for the proposed commemorative plaque 

– map and/or photographs encouraged. 
5. Proposed location of plaques must be clearly visible and easily read from the public 

highway.  
 

SECTION 2 - Criteria for the commemoration of People  
 

1. A person shall be eligible for commemoration if ONE of the following are met; 
 1.1 The person shall be regarded as eminent by a majority of members of 

their own profession or calling. 
OR 

 1.2 The person shall have made some important positive contribution to 
human welfare, happiness or knowledge.  
OR 

 1.3 The person shall be unknown, but their impact on the Parish of Thatcham 
is of such importance that they deserve commemoration. 

2.  Proposals for the commemoration of people shall not be considered till the 
100th anniversary of their birth, or they have been dead for 20 years. 

3.  Without exception, no living person shall be commemorated  
4. Without exception, no fictional or legendary person shall be commemorated  
5. A suitable siting should be recommended with evidence connecting the person 

and the place. 
 
 
 
 



6. A person shall be eligible for commemoration if ONE of the following are met; 
 6.1 The person shall have been born within the current Parish of Thatcham. 

OR 
 6.2 The person shall have lived within the current Parish of Thatcham for at 

least 5 years.  
OR 

 6.3 The person shall have made a substantial contribution to the infrastructure 
or life of the current Parish of Thatcham. 

7. Where appropriate living relatives of the person to be commemorated that are 
1st cousins or closer genealogical relationship have been consulted.  

8. A plaque will not be erected to commemorate a person in respects of whom 
there is already a public memorial, other than a headstone or a war memorial 
inscription.  

 

SECTION 3 - Criteria for the commemoration of Buildings   
 

1. A building shall be eligible for commemoration if ONE of the following are met; 
 1.1 The building shall be designed by an architect of repute.  

OR 
 1.2 The building shall be the home or birthplace of two or more notable 

people.  
OR 

 1.3 The building is the site of a notable meeting, gathering, invention or 
activity.  

2. In addition, ONE of the following must apply;  
 2.1 The building proposed must be extant, either in entirety or part.  

OR 
 2.2 The site of the building must be recognisable and suitably evidenced.  
3. The plaque must encourage the preservation of buildings of historical interest. 
4. The building must not already possess a commemorative plaque of any 

description upon its exterior.  
5. Notable persons related to the building, or its history, shall not be 

commemorated elsewhere, with the exemption of headstones and war 
memorial inscriptions.   

 

SECTION 4 - Criteria for the commemoration of Events   
  

1. An event shall be eligible for commemoration if ALL of the following are met; 
 1.1 The event occurred at least 10 years ago.  

AND 
 1.2 The event is instantly recognisable by the well-informed passer-by.  

AND 
 1.3 The event has historical significance to the Parish of Thatcham. 

  
2.  Notable persons related to the event, or its history, shall not be commemorated 

elsewhere, with the exemption of headstones and war memorial inscriptions.   
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
Please use this current Parish map of Thatcham when considering your nomination: 
 

 
 

 


