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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting of the 

Recreation and Amenities Committee 
held on Monday 16th March 2020 at 7.00pm 

in the Council Chamber, Brownsfield Road, Thatcham 
 
Present:  Councillor Jeremy Cottam (Chairman) 

Councillors Steve Ardagh-Walter, John Boyd, Mike Cole (substituting for Keith 
Woodhams), Lourdes Cottam, Paul Field, Mark Lillycrop and Simon Pike 

 
In attendance: Mel Taylor (Town Clerk)  

Councillor Richard Crumly 
Sara Dutfield (Newbury and Thatcham Hockey Club) 
Nathan Gregory (Chairman, Thatcham Memorial Foundation) 
3 representatives of Spotlight UK 

  1 member of the press (Newbury Weekly News) 
 

  
RA/2020/19 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Keith Woodhams (Mike Cole 
appointed as substitute). 

 
RA/2020/20 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
  There were no declarations of interest. 

 
RA/2020/21 MINUTES 
RESOLVED  that the Minutes of the meeting held on 17th February 2020, having been previously 

circulated, be taken as read, confirmed and signed as an accurate record. 
 
RA/2020/22  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

There were no matters arising from the previous meeting. 
 
RA/2020/23 THATCHAM CORONATION CLOCK TOWER 
RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow Nathan Gregory, Chairman of Thatcham 

Memorial Foundation, to address the Committee.  
 
Members received a request from Thatcham Memorial Foundation for the Town 
Council to consider the proposed relocation of the Clock, currently located adjacent 
to the Memorial Hall and Playing Field (appendix I to these Minutes). 
 
It was noted that the “sister” clock, located in Newbury, had been restored by a 
volunteer in 2018. The Foundation would prefer to see the clock relocated within the 
town rather than stored in the Museum. 
 

RESOLVED to reinstate Standing Orders. 
 
RESOLVED  that this matter be referred to the Broadway Green Working Party to assess the 

feasibility of relocating the Clock to The Broadway.  
 
 

RA/2020/24 NEWBURY AND THATCHAM HOCKEY CLUB 
At a meeting of this Committee on 16th December 2019 (RA/2019/95), Members 
received a presentation from representatives of Newbury and Thatcham Hockey 
Club regarding their proposals to replace the tennis courts at Henwick Worthy 
Sports Ground with an all-weather multi-sport area. At that meeting Committee 
resolved to agree in principle to support the proposal, subject to consideration of the 
results of the public consultation and the planning application process. 
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Recreation and Amenities Committee 
16th March 2020 
 
RA/2020/24 NEWBURY AND THATCHAM HOCKEY CLUB continued 
RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow Sara Dutfield, Newbury and Thatcham Hockey 

Club, to address the Committee.  
 
 Ms Dutfield provided Members with an update and advised that 120 households had 

been invited to attend a meeting held over two days. 20 residents had attended and 
4 formal comments were submitted, these related to: car parking, impact on wildlife, 
noise, flood lighting, location and fencing and these comments were being assessed 
by the Club. 

 
RESOLVED to reinstate Standing Orders. 
 
RESOLVED  to request a written report from the Hockey Club, addressing the above concerns 

raised by residents, along with details of maintenance costs for the proposal and 
how these would be met. 

 
RA/2020/25 COMMUNITY PROJECT FUND APPLICATIONS 

a) Members considered the following applications for grant funding from the 
Community Project Fund: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow Nathan Gregory, Chairman of Thatcham 

Memorial Foundation, to address the Committee. 
 
 Mr Gregory presented the project proposal to Members. 
 

RESOLVED to reinstate Standing Orders. 
 
RESOLVED to award £1,800 from the Community Project Fund to Thatcham Memorial 

Foundation for the Thatcham Garden of Remembrance Community Workshops. 
 

 Applicant 
Organisation 

Project Funding 
requested 

Supported By – 
Cllr/s 

2 Spotlight UK Weekend Theatre 
School 

£730.00 Walker 
 

3 Spotlight UK 2 x Dance Classes for  
8-16 year olds 

£730.00 Walker 

 
 

RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow Michaela Riley, Chairman of Spotlight UK, to 
address the Committee. 

 
 Ms Riley presented the project proposals to Members. 
 

RESOLVED to reinstate Standing Orders. 
 
RESOLVED that, due to restrictions to public life imposed by Central Government as a result of 

Coronavirus (Covid-19), these applications be deferred until restrictions potentially 
affecting delivery of the proposed projects are relaxed. 

 Applicant 
Organisation 

Project Funding 
requested 

Supported By – 
Cllr/s 

1 Thatcham 
Memorial 
Foundation 

Thatcham Garden of 
Remembrance 
Community 
Workshops 

£1,800 E Crumly, R Crumly, 
Jeffery and Cole 
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Recreation and Amenities Committee 
16th March 2020   
 
RA/2020/25 COMMUNITY PROJECT FUND APPLICATIONS 

b) Members were advised that an application for £1,923.92 from the Community 
Project Fund was received from Spotlight UK to run an Easter school holiday 
club at Burdwood Community Centre in April 2020 and, due to the time 
restraint, had been approved by Councillors Lister and Walker (in accordance 
with Standing Order 3.6.1 Delegated Authority to the Town Clerk).  

RESOLVED to refer this item to the Emergency Committee meeting on 23rd March 20201. 
 
RA/2020/26 KENNET & AVON CANAL USER FORUM 

Members received an invitation from Canal & River Trust to their User Forum on 
Tuesday 12th May 2020, 6pm – 8pm in Devizes. 

RESOLVED to note the invitation and that Members advise the Town Clerk if they wished to 
attend. 

 

RA/2020/27 GREENHAM AND CROOKHAM COMMONS COMMISSION 
   At the last meeting Members considered a funding request from Greenham and 

Crookham Commons Commission for £500 a year over a three-year period. It was 
resolved to request further information on how the requested funds would be used 
and what had been achieved to date from their management plan. At the time of this 
meeting this information had not been received. 

RESOLVED to defer this item to the next meeting of this Committee, pending receipt of the 
above information. 

 
RA/2020/28 BOWDOWN WOOD – PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY  

West Berkshire Council had received an application from Berkshire, 
Buckinghamshire & Oxfordshire Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) to try and prevent any 
further public rights of way from being recorded across land that they owned in West 
Berkshire. 
The application would have no effect on any pre-existing public rights of way, but 
would serve to make it harder to claim that any additional public rights of way 
existed across the land by using longstanding public use as evidence. 

RESOLVED  to support the application. 
 
RA/2020/29 BROADWAY GREEN WORKING PARTY 

Members received the Minutes of the Broadway Green Working Party meeting held 
on 2nd March 2020 and considered the recommendations therein, as follows: 

i. That Councillors R Crumly & Walker to be appointed to the Working Party; 
ii. That Viv Druce and Shelia Ellison from Thatcham Dementia Forum and Ann 

Dibble from Thatcham U3A Gardening Group be co-opted to the Working Party, 
with the option to appoint a substitute if needed; and 

iii. That the Terms of Reference be amended to: 
To consider improvements to the Broadway Green and the Turnfields Garden in 
Brownsfield Road.  
The Working Party may, at its discretion, co-opt such members of the community as 
it deems appropriate to assist and advise. 
Quorum: The quorum shall be a minimum of three of the elected members. 

RESOLVED to adopt the Minutes and the recommendations therein, as detailed above. 
 
RA/2020/30 HERITAGE WORKING PARTY 

Members received the Minutes of the Heritage Working Party meeting held on  
4th March 2020. 

RESOLVED to adopt the Minutes.  

 
1 Post meeting note: Spotlight UK confirmed that Easter School holiday club cancelled due to Coronavirus 
(Covid-19) restrictions. Funding not released. 
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Recreation and Amenities Committee 
16th March 2020   
 
RA/2020/31 VC STONES WORKING PARTY 

Members received the Minutes of the VC Stones Working Party meeting held on 8th 
January 2020 and considered the recommendation therein, as follows: 
i. That the VC Stones remain in The Broadway but be displayed on a plinth, close 

to the Interpretation Panel, and that further discussion on the location be taken 
forward by the Broadway Green Working Party. 

RESOLVED to adopt the Minutes and the recommendation therein, as detailed above.  
 
RA/2020/32 INCIDENTS 
 Members reviewed incidents of vandalism and anti-social behaviour, recorded by 

the Town Council during the period 11th February to 10th March 2020. 
RESOLVED to note the information and request that the damaged fence at the allotments be 

reinforced, at the point of unauthorised entry, upon repair. 
 
RA/2020/33 INCOME / EXPENDITURE COSTS 

a) Members received details of income and expenditure for this Committees 
budgets for the financial year to date (appendix II to these Minutes), along with 
explanations of variances exceeding 10%, as requested at the last meeting 
(RA/2020/17). 

RESOLVED To note the information. 
 

b) Members considered proposed BACS and cheque payments from the Imprest 
account (appendix III to these Minutes). 

RESOLVED to approve the BACS and cheque payments and that Councillors Cole and E 
Crumly be appointed to endorse the relevant documentation. 

 

 
RA/2020/34 REPORTS BY TOWN COUNCIL APPOINTEES 

Members received the following reports from Town Council appointees to outside 
bodies: 

 

• Kennet Leisure Centre Joint Advisory Committee 
Councillor J Cottam reported that the Committee had recently met and 
concerns had been raised over aging infrastructure and car parking. Next 
meeting scheduled for four months’ time. 
 

• Henwick Worthy Joint Management Committee  
Councillor J Cottam reported that a meeting scheduled for 18th March 2020 
had been postponed. 
 

• Friends of Thatcham Library  
Councillor Lillycrop reported that a meeting was scheduled for 7th April 2020 
with West Berkshire Council Officers to discuss improvements to the library. 
 

• The Thatcham (Old Bluecoat School) Charity  
Councillor J Cottam reported that the building had re-opened that day 
following closure for two months for refurbishment works.  
 

• Thatcham Dementia Friendly Community Forum 
Councillor L Cottam reported that the meeting scheduled for this week had 
been cancelled and that two representatives had attended a recent meeting 
of the Town Council’s Broadway Green Working Party. 
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Recreation and Amenities Committee 
16th March 2020   
 
RESOLVED to allow representatives of Spotlight UK to address to the Committee prior to 

exclusion of press and public. 
 
RA/2020/35 DETACHED YOUTH WORK 
RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow representatives of Spotlight UK to address the 

Committee. 
 
 Representatives of Spotlight UK introduced their organisation, along with RMD 

Adventure & Learning, who they worked with the provide detached youth work. 
 
RESOLVED to reinstate Standing Orders. 
 
RA/2020/36 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 
RESOLVED that in view of the commercially sensitive nature of the business to be transacted, it 

was advisable in the public interest that the press and public be temporarily 
excluded, and they were instructed to withdraw. 

 
RA/2020/37 DETACHED YOUTH WORK 
 Members considered three proposals to provide a detached youth service in the 

town, following expiry of the current contract with Berkshire Youth on 31st March 
2020. 

RESOLVED to establish a Working Party to review the proposals and report back to the next 
meeting of this Committee and that Councillors J Cottam, Field, Ardagh-Walter and 
Walker be appointed to the Working Party. 

RESOLVED to request the following additional information from the proposers: 

• Organisational structure and business relationships; 

• Details of how staff would be recruited and/or assigned; and 

• References and Case Studies 
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.46pm 
 
 
 

Signed: __________________________________  Date: _________________________ 


