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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of a Meeting of the 

Events Committee 
held on Monday 3rd February 2020 at 7.00pm 

in the Council Chamber, Brownsfield Road, Thatcham 
 
Present:  Councillor Mike Cole (Chairman) 

Councillors Lourdes Cottam, Ellen Crumly, Richard Crumly, Mark Lillycrop, 
Christine Rice, Jennifer Walker and Keith Woodhams 

 
In attendance: John Sackett (Events Manager) and Mel Alexander (Town Clerk) 
 1 member of the press (Newbury Weekly News) 
 
EV/2020/01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 No apologies for absence were received. 
 
EV/2020/02 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no declarations of interest. 
 
EV/2020/03 MINUTES 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 2nd December 2019, having been 

previously circulated, be taken as read and signed as a correct record of the 
proceedings. 

 
EV/2020/04  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

a) Clerk’s Report 
There were no other matters 

 b)    Other Matters 
 There were no other matters 

 
EV/2020/05 WARMING UP FOR CHRISTMAS  

Members received a report evaluating the events including the changes made 
to the programme in 2019. 
Councillor Woodhams congratulated Town Council Officers on an excellent 2 
days. Councillor Lillycrop stated that the changes to the Friday event, in terms 
of layout, safety due to complete road closure of The Broadway, and content 
with additional features such as the pyrotechnics, were appreciated by the 
audiences. Councillor Pike mentioned that there were some improvements 
that could still be made regarding the stage sound dispersal, quality of stage 
lights and effective microphones for choirs. 
Councillor Cole commented that the new event on Saturday, Festive Family 
Day, was a very welcome addition to the weekend with many parents of 
children aged 4 to 6 especially grateful since they had not previously attended 
Friday evening event due to large crowds. 
Consideration made to look at supporting High Street in terms of lighting and 
content where possible. 

RESOLVED To note the information. 
 
EV/2020/06 TOWN COUNCIL EVENTS 2020 

Members received and considered a draft programme of Town Council events 
for 2020. 

RESOLVED    That the proposed programme be approved. 
   
EV/2020/07    FLY A FLAG FOR THE COMMONWEALTH 

Members received a report from the Civic and Events Officer regarding the Fly 
a Flag for the Commonwealth event on 9th March 2020. 

RESOLVED   To note the information. 
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EV/2020/08    COMMUNITY PROJECT FUND – APPLICATIONS FOR FUNDING 
 Members considered applications for funding from the Community Grant Fund 

from the following organisations: 
i. Volunteer Centre West Berkshire to stage a Volunteering Recruitment 

event on 14th March at Thatcham Baptist Church.   
RESOLVED That the proposed grant of £400 requested be granted and that feedback be 

obtained on the success, or otherwise, of the event and that publicity included 
a note of the organisations taking part. 

   
ii. Royal British Legion, Thatcham, to stage an event on May 8th to 

commemorate VE Day 75. 
RESOLVED To note that the application had subsequently been withdrawn.   
 
EV/2020/09    THATCHAM FAMILY FUN DAY – VE DAY-75 – LET’S CELEBRATE  

  Members received an update from the Events Manager on plans for the 
Family Fun Day 2020.  

RESOLVED   To note the information and that the proposal for a considered and sensitively 
managed alcohol sale concession be approved, subject to Police and 
licensing approval. 

 
EV/2020/10 PROGRESS REPORT ON OTHER EVENTS 
 Members received progress reports on other events for 2020. 

i. Remembrance Parade 2019 
Members received Participants’ feedback along with proposed improvements. 

RESOLVED To note the information. 
 
EV/2020/11 INCOME AND EXPENDITURE COSTS 
 It was noted that, as the Responsible Financial Officer post had been vacant 

for six weeks, reconciliation of items of recent expenditure were still to be 
brought up to date and therefore the data available was not accurate. 

 
EV/2020/12 NEXT EVENTS COMMITTEE DATE 

Members approved an extraordinary meeting of the Events Committee for   
Wednesday 15th April 2020 at 7.00pm 

 
 

 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.24pm. 

 
 

 
 

Signed: _____________________________________ Date: ______________________ 


