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West Berkshire Local Plan Review to 2036 
 
West Berkshire Council is reviewing its Local Plan to cover the period up to 2036. The Local 
Plan is the plan for the future development of West Berkshire which is drawn up by the 
Council in consultation with the community and key stakeholders. 
 
The purpose of the Local Plan Review will be to assess the future levels of need for new 
homes (including market, affordable and specialist housing and Gypsy and Traveller 
accommodation) and employment land and other land uses up to 2036 and to provide an 
appropriate basis for housing, employment land and infrastructure provision over that period. 
 
Minerals and Waste Local Plan 
 
West Berkshire Council is currently in the process of preparing a new Minerals and Waste 
Local Plan. Consultation on the version of the plan that the Council hoped to submit to the 
Secretary of State had been due to take place between January and February 2020, 
however following the removal of two significant sites at the request of the landowner, this 
consultation was cancelled.  
 
Timetable for the Local Plan Review and the Minerals and Waste Local Plan  
 
The timetable for both the Local Plan Review and the Minerals and Waste Local Plan, known 
as the Local Development Scheme, was published in January 2018 and can be viewed at: 
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/lds. However we are in the process of reviewing the timetable 
following the cancellation of the consultation on the Minerals and Waste Local Plan. The 
revised timetable will now be published later this month. 
 
It is anticipated however that there will be a consultation on the first draft of the Local Plan 
Review in Autumn 2020. 
 
Neighbourhood plans 
 
Local communities can now produce neighbourhood plans to give them a greater say in how 
they want to see their area developed. In West Berkshire, neighbourhood plans will be 
produced by parish and town councils in consultation with local communities.  
 
There is currently one adopted neighbourhood plan in the district – Stratfield Mortimer. Other 
Plans are at various stages of preparation by local groups in the following parishes – 
Burghfield, Compton, Cold Ash, Hermitage, Hungerford, Lambourn, and Tilehurst.  
 
Further information about neighbourhood plans can be found at: 
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/neighbourhoodplanning.  
 
Local Plan Review evidence base 
 
To support and inform our work on the Local Plan Review we collect evidence, including 
undertaking and commissioning studies, assessments and appraisals. Collectively this is 
known as the ‘evidence base’ and will be used to inform and underpin the policies over the 
Plan period. We have recently published the following studies: 
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Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment 
 
The Housing and Economic Availability Assessment (HELAA) helps inform the preparation 
of the Local Plan Review as well as any neighbourhood plans that are being prepared by 
Parish Councils by identifying potential land that could be used for housing and economic 
development. It is important to note that the HELAA does not allocate sites. The decisions 
regarding which sites will be proposed for allocation will be made in the Local Plan Review 
and neighbourhood plans.  
 
The document and an interactive map which provides summarised site assessments can be 
viewed at: https://info.westberks.gov.uk/helaa. 
 
Because the HELAA is an evidence document, there will be no consultation on it. However if 
you have promoted a site and consider that there are factual inaccuracies contained within 
the document or if you are promoting a site that is no longer available, please send an email 
with details to planningpolicy@westberks.gov.uk no later than Friday 20 March 2020.  
 
Comments on sites can be submitted during the statutory consultations on the Local Plan 
Review and neighbourhood plans.  
 
Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment  
 
Published in January 2020, the Level 1 Strategic Flood Risk Assessment (SFRA) provides 
an overview of flood risk to potential sites across West Berkshire. The SFRA can be viewed 
at: https://info.westberks.gov.uk/sfra.  
 
Landscape Character Assessment 
 
Landscape Character Assessment (LCA) is a tool used to assess and identify features and 
elements that contribute to the character of the landscape. LCAs are used to inform planning 
policies, the allocation of land for development, the assessment of planning applications, and 
the process of Environmental Assessments.  
 
The 2019 West Berkshire LCA provides an up-to-date assessment for the District and 
replaces the Newbury District Landscape Assessment (1993) and Berkshire Landscape 
Character Assessment (2003). It can be viewed at: 
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=47980&p=0.  
 
West Berkshire Density Pattern Book 
 
This is a tool that has been used for assessing the capacity of residential sites promoted for 
the HELAA. It can be viewed at: 
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/CHttpHandler.ashx?id=48472&p=0.  
 
Forthcoming studies 
 
Later in 2020 we will be publishing studies on affordable housing need, affordable housing 
viability, employment, a Gypsy Traveller and Travelling Showpeople Accommodation 
Assessment, a Water Cycle Study, a Level 2 SFRA, and an Infrastructure Delivery Plan. 
When complete these studies will be added to the following section of our website: 
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/evidencebase.  
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Statement of Community Involvement (SCI 
 
In preparing the Local Plan we consult with the local community and key stakeholders. Our 
Statement of Community Involvement (SCI) sets out our policy for involving the community 
and stakeholders. On 9 January 2020 we adopted our revised SCI which can be viewed at: 
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/localplan.  
 
5 Year Housing Land Supply 
 
We are required to identify enough deliverable sites to meet our housing requirement for the 
next 5 years. We have recently published an updated 5 Year Housing Land Supply 
Statement which shows we have a 7.6 year supply. The statement can be viewed at: 
https://info.westberks.gov.uk/amr.  
 
Keeping you informed 
 
You have received this email because you are registered to receive updates. If we have your 
contact details wrong, or if you no longer wish to receive updates, please let us know by 
sending an email to planningpolicy@westberks.gov.uk. Alternatively, you can also change 
your details and preferences on the consultation portal at 
http://consult.westberks.gov.uk/portal. If you need any assistance with using the system we 
will be happy to help 
 


