
Reallocating road space in response to COVID-19: statutory guidance for local 

authorities 

Opportunities in Thatcham 

1 Introduction 

On 9th May, the Government issued new Statutory Guidance to Local Authorities on measures to 

reallocate road space to people walking and cycling, both to encourage active travel and to 

enable social distancing during restart. They are urged to implement these measures as swiftly 

as possible, and in any event within weeks, given the urgent need to change travel habits before 

the restart takes full effect. This paper recommends some possible measures to implement this 

guidance in Thatcham. 

2 Recommendations 

(i) The speed limit on Bath Road should be reduced 30mph between the junction with 

Henwick Lane and the junction with Lower Way, in order to provide a more attractive and safer 

environment for cycling. 

(ii)  The speed limit on the portions of Turnpike Road and Tull Way that do not already have 

a 30mph limit should be reduced to 30mph, to provide consistency (and therefore a greater 

likelihood of compliance) and to minimise the new signage required to implement the change. 

(iii) Lawrences Lane should be made “No motor vehicles, except for access”. 

3 The Statutory Guidance 

The Statutory Guidance published on 9th May “Traffic Management Act 2004: network 

management in response to COVID-19” is additional to the main guidance on the act, and came 

into force immediately. It applies to all highway authorities in England, who shall have regard to 

this guidance to deliver their network management duty under the act. Measures should be 

taken as swiftly as possible, and in any event within weeks, given the urgent need to change 

travel habits before the restart takes full effect. 

The new Statutory Guidance identifies ten possible measures to encourage active travel by 

cycling and on foot. None of the measures are new – they are interventions that are a standard 

part of the traffic management toolkit, but a step-change in their roll-out is needed to ensure a 

green restart. If a Traffic Regulation Order is needed, there are three types; temporary (up to 18 

months), experimental and permanent. The first and second of these can be implemented 

quickly, without lengthy consultation or notice periods. They can subsequently be made 

permanent. 

Given the short period in which Local Authorities are expected to implemented measures, the 

meeting of Planning and Highways Committee on 19th May is the only real opportunity for 

Thatcham Town Council to make an input to the Decisions of West Berkshire Council on the 

implementation in Thatcham. 

4 Rationale for the Recommendations 

4.1 Bath Road, Tull Way and Turnpike Road 

Bath Road is the main route for cycling between Thatcham and Newbury, and is part of National 

Cycle Route 422. Between Henwick Lane and Lower Way, there is an advisory cycle lane, but 

this intermittent and is the minimum legal width, and the carriageway beside it is also narrow. 

There has been one fatal accident on this stretch of road involving a cyclist, and at least one 

minor accident involving a pedestrian. The off-road cycle route is convoluted, and crosses Bath 

Road. 

Tull Way is a cycling feeder route to Newbury from the north of Thatcham. It is crossed by two 

public footpaths, which are increasingly popular - one of which is on a bend of the road.  



If the 40mph limit on Tull Way remains, this would confuse drivers, and lead to reduced 

compliance to the new 30mph limit on Bath Road. 

The section of Turnpike Road with a 40mph speed limit is only around 300m long. It would not 

make sense for this speed limit to remain if Bath Road is reduced. 

Implementing a 30mph limit on these roads would increase the journey time by less than twenty 

seconds – and then only if a motorist accelerates rapidly when leaving the junctions. 

Reducing the speed limit on these roads implements the following measure in the guidance: 

“Reducing speed limits: 20mph speed limits are being more widely adopted as an 

appropriate speed limit for residential roads, and many through streets in built-up areas. 

20mph limits alone will not be sufficient to meet the needs of active travel, but in 

association with other measures, reducing the speed limit can provide a more attractive 

and safer environment for walking and cycling.” 

A 20mph speed limit is probably a step too far for Bath Road (though some A Roads in London 

do have this speed limit). 

4.2 Lawrences Lane 

Lawrences Lane is a narrow road between the northern edge of Thatcham and Cold Ash. It is a 

popular route for walkers, joggers and cyclists to reach the numerous public rights of way around 

Cold Ash and Bucklebury, and the only safe route there for cyclists. The usage has increase 

significantly in the last few months, because of restrictions on most other forms of exercise. 

The lane is very narrow has no passing places, and for much of its length is bordered 

immediately by banks and hedges. In some parts, it would be difficult for a vehicle to safely pass 

a pedestrian or cyclist, even at ‘a snail’s pace’. It is not appropriate as a through route. There are 

safer alternative routes with little increase in journey time 

It seems likely that economic activity will resume sooner than many forms of exercise will be 

permitted, which will lead to an increased risk of ‘conflict’ between a vehicle and an ‘active 

traveller’. Once people get used to walking or cycling for leisure, exercise and enjoyment, they 

are more likely to do so for necessary travel. 

Giving Lawrences Lane the status of “No motor vehicles, except for access” implements the 

following measure in the Guidance:  

“Introducing pedestrian and cycle zones: restricting access for motor vehicles at certain 

times (or at all times) to specific streets, or networks of streets, particularly town centres 

and high streets. This will enable active travel but also social distancing in places where 

people are likely to gather.” 

5 Implementation 

5.1 Bath Road, Tull Way and Turnpike Road 

All three roads have street lighting, so a 30mph limit can be largely implemented simply by 

covering over the existing 40mph signs and repeater signs. New signs would be needed at the 

Lower Way junction. 

It would be desirable also to advise drivers of the new speed limit with the rectangular ‘reminder’ 

sign saying “New 30mph speed limit in force”. 

5.2 Lawrences Lane 

Lawrences Lane currently has signs saying “single track road without passing places. These 

could be replaced by “No motor vehicles” and “except for access”. 
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