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Thatcham Coronation Clock Tower 
 
Dear Mr Mayor, Town Clerk and Councillors,  
 
To the north of Thatcham Memorial Hall stands a clock tower. The commemorative plaque 
records that the tower and clock were erected to commemorate the Coronation of Queen 
Elizabeth II in June 1953. The tower is a brick structure which was funded by three Thatcham 
companies. It is understood that the clock is far older with varying reports dating it to 1790 or 
1810; the clock mechanism was made in Newbury. It is understood that two clock faces and 
the mechanism were rescued from a skip; Browns of Thatcham refurbished the mechanism, 
created two additional faces and manufactured the wooden cupola that houses it.  
 
At some point the mechanical mechanism was replaced by an electric motor but the original 
workings and chime bell are present in the tower. The condition of the tower and its clock 
faces have been slowly deteriorating due on part to lack of regular maintenance. With God’s 
grace the Commonwealth will soon be celebrating the platinum jubilee of our Sovereign Lady 
Elizabeth II; ahead of this in July 2019 the Foundation commissioned an independent survey 
to assess the work needed to ensure the clock and tower were in the best possible condition 
by June 2022. The surveyor provided indicative quotes at the time.  
 
The closure of public open space within the town due to the flood alleviation works resulted in 
greater numbers of young people gathering at the Memorial Playing Fields; unfortunately this 
led to increased level of vandalism particularly to the clock tower, including the breaking of the 
concrete base plinths, removal of mortar and the smashing of bricks. CCTV did prove efficient 
on occasion and led to police reprimands of the vandals.  
 
These additional works were factored into quotes asked of builders and the bottom line is the 
Foundation was faced with structural works to the tower in the region of £14,000, an additional 
£10,000 to remove existing internal access apparatus and replace with access that meet 
current HSE regulations. To re-instate the tower, cupola and clock to its original glory as of 
1953 a further £8,500 has been quoted for the necessary cosmetic work.  
 
Over the last 6 years the Board have worked hard to invest in the site and it facilities after the 
Foundation’s investment dividend was greatly affected by the financial crash. Having 
completed work to the pay and display car park and nearing completion of the charities 
incorporation this last year the trustees will be looking at improvements to the playing fields 
and facilities that assist partner organisations on site. Expenditure in these areas alongside 
raising upwards of £50,000 to improve the War Memorial and it echelons means that 
expenditure of £39,000 to restore the clock tower is something the charity is unable to 
undertake at this time.  
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Advice received has indicated that the internal spalling of brickwork coupled with the 
vandalism affecting the exterior brickwork will begin to comprise the structural integrity of the 
tower in 18 – 24 months.  
 
At the time of its erection the clock was visible from the A4 and was positioned to benefit the 
various sporting groups, with both Thatcham Bowling Club and Thatcham Town Cricket Club 
playing at the Memorial Playing Fields and Thatcham Town Football Club playing in what is 
now known as Lancaster Close. The building of the larger memorial hall in 1982, Lady of 
Assumption Catholic Church and most recently the Tudor Court flats have all sought to 
obscure the clock from the A4. The cricket club is now located behind a high conifer fence and 
the football club relocated in 1992 to Waterside Park.  
 
The Foundation has resolved that is does not believe the clock tower today provides the 
benefit to the people of Thatcham it once did, nor is it a viable prospect source the necessary 
fines. With the clear advice, action needs to be taken quickly to prevent it becoming a danger 
to the public, thus the Foundation is most likely looking at demolition.  
 
The surveyors report states that the work to the cupola and clock is for the most part cosmetic 
and it is clear that is time in Thatcham is very much a second life. The Foundation believe it is 
important to save the clock, commemorative panel and the spirit in which it was erected and 
thus seeks an alternative location.  
 
Research in Thatcham Town/Parish Council minutes in regard to War Memorial also showed 
a number of requests from the public and attempts by council to have a clock in the Broadway. 
The Board has resolved to gift the clock, original mechanism and cupola to Thatcham Town 
Council with the hope of them finding it a new home. We wonder if at this time of works to the 
ablution block that a home may be found in the centre of the Broadway ahead of the expected 
celebrations in 2022.  
 
Yours sincerely  
 
 
 
Nathan Gregory 
Chairman  


