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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of an extraordinary meeting of  

Thatcham Town Council 
held on Monday 20th April 2020 at 7pm 

remotely via video conferencing1 
 

Present:   Councillor Mike Cole (Town Mayor) 
Councillors Steve Ardagh-Walter, John Boyd, Jeff Brooks,  
Jeremy Cottam, Lourdes Cottam, Ellen Crumly, Richard Crumly,  
Lee Dillon, Paul Field, Richard Foster, Owen Jeffery, Mark Lillycrop, 
David Lister, Simon Pike, Jennifer Walker and Keith Woodhams 

 
In attendance:  Mel Taylor (Town Clerk) 
 1 Member of the Press (Newbury Weekly News) 
 
 
FULL/2020/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Christine Rice. 
 
Councillor Woodhams’ attendance was intermittent throughout the 
meeting due to technical issues. 

     
FULL/2020/19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 There were no declarations of interest from Members. 
 
FULL/2020/20 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 No public questions had been received. 
 
FULL/2020/21 EMERGENCY COMMITTEE 
RESOLVED to approve the actions of the Emergency Committee from its meetings 

held on 11th March 2020, 16th March 2020, 23rd March 2020,  
30th March 2020 and 6th April 2020, as detailed in the Town Clerk’s 
report (appendix I to these Minutes). 

 
FULL/2020/22 ANNUAL MEETING OF THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
 Councillor Field joined the meeting during this item. 

 
With restrictions on public gathering, imposed by the Government to 
control the spread of the Coronavirus (Covid-19), impacting the usual 
operation of Council business, the Government introduced The Local 
Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of 
Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and 
Wales) Regulations 2020 which temporarily provided for Council 
meetings to be held remotely, including the annual meeting. The 
Regulations also provided as follows: 

 
Meetings of local authorities 
4. (2) Where an appointment would otherwise be made or require to be 
made at an annual meeting of a local authority, such appointment 
continues until the next annual meeting of the authority or until such 
time as that authority may determine. 
 

 
1 The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime 
Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 
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FULL/2020/22 ANNUAL MEETING OF THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL CONTINUED 

Council considered whether to proceed with the annual meeting, 
scheduled for 4th May 2020, or defer to a later date. 

RESOLVED unanimously, that, for continuity during this time of crisis, to defer the 
annual meeting of Thatcham Town Council to May 2021 and to 
continue with all current appointments. 

 
FULL/2020/23 CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES  

The Town Clerk reported that all support to local residents continued, 
as previously reported, and that volunteers (now in excess of 200) 
where now also supporting the delivery of emergency food parcels. 
Also, volunteers had delivered face shields, made by Newbury & 
District Hackspace, to Burdwood Surgery and Alice Bye Court. 
 
Councillor Jeffery reported that there appeared to be sufficient supplies 
of Personal Protective Equipment at relevant care establishments in 
the local area. 
 
Councillor Pike reported that a new Foodbank collection point was 
being established in the town and would provide details to the Town 
Clerk. 
 
The Mayor reported that community transport was being provided 
through the network of NHS (National Health Service) volunteers, it 
was therefore agreed that, with such provision in place, the Town 
Council would not co-ordinate the use of volunteers for transporting 
residents, due to the difficulty of maintaining social distancing. 
 
Councillor Dillon requested that the Council considered issuing an 
information leaflet to Thatcham residents detailing key contact 
information, including; mental health, nutrition, low income, home 
education and local support groups. It was agreed that any publication 
should complement, and build on, West Berkshire Council’s 
information sheet, delivered across the district at the end of 
March/beginning of April, along with reinforcing its key messages. 

RESOLVED that Officers explore this proposal, liaising with West Berkshire Council 
Officers accordingly, and report back to Council. 
 
 
 
There being no further business the Town Mayor declared the meeting 
closed at 7.53pm. 

 
 
 
 
    Signed: ________________________________ Date: ____________ 
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