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 Agenda item number: 10 
Date of meeting: 1st June 2020  

THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Events Committee 

Report by: John Sackett  Job Title: Events Manager  

 
Subject: MINI SUMMER FUN DAY – 31st AUGUST 2020 
 

1 Purpose of Report 
 
For Committee to receive a report on a proposed “alternative Family Fun Day” event on 
August 31st and consider whether to proceed with this proposed event and, if so; agree 
details, including scale and budget. 
 

2 Background 
 
At its meeting on 23rd March 2020 the Emergency Committee recommended that, in 
place of the postponed 2020 Family Fun Day, a smaller community style event take 
place on August 31st, 2020. 
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August 31st Community Based Event 
 
Note that for the planning of a community mini Fun Day or a smaller sized event on 
August 31st, The Moors Playing Fields, Memorial Hall and Playing Fields and Henwick 
Worthy Sports Ground have been provisionally booked. 
 
Existing Government guidelines dictate that we would not be able to currently present 
outdoor events without social distancing taking place and we would therefore currently 
not be able to deliver a revised community-based event on August 31st. This situation 
may change at a moment’s notice although we believe this is unlikely and in any event 
our ability to plan an event to both a quality and safe standard would mean we would 
require sufficient notice to execute such an event.  
 
We therefore believe our current options are as follows: 
 

- With at least 8 weeks’ notice of social distancing guidelines lifted we would be 
able to deliver a community event. Ideally our preference would be at Thatcham 
Memorial Playing Fields or The Moors Playing Field 

- If less than 8 weeks’ notice but more than 2 weeks, then consider a “picnic in the 
park” style celebration that the Town Council facilitates at The Moors Playing 
Field  

- If social distancing measure are not lifted, then the Town Council considers two 
developments:  
       - Research further the types of outdoor events which will allow social 
distancing and can be managed safely by the Town Council 
       -The second is to create a short, edited online film from some of the 
entertainers and community stall holders that would have participated in the 
revised ‘Community’ Family Fun Day and broadcast this to followers of 
Thatcham’s online community. Objective to maintain a dialogue with both 
presenters and potential Fun Day attendees and create a sense of optimism. 
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Financial Implications 
 
No detailed costings have been prepared regarding either a smaller community event or 
the organising or a picnic in the park event but we believe (discounting salaries) the 
former would be a figure of less than £6,000 and a picnic in the park style event less 
than £750. We would anticipate a figure of approximately £750- £1000 for creating an 
event which required social distancing and a similar amount for creating a digitally 
accessible film compilation. 
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Reference to Council Plan 
 
Objective Three: To enhance the sense of community within Thatcham. 
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Consultation 
 
N/A 
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Environmental Impact Assessment 
 
Community Event and a Picnic in the Park event we would advertise through social 
media although we would investigate a resident information mail out which would be 
printed on sustainable or recycled paper. 
 
Access to event would be limited by Government guidelines with public transport being 
currently restricted but, in any event, we would encourage people to attend event and 
not use vehicles where possible. 
 
We would encourage people to bring their own food and drink for a Picnic in the Park 
event as well as for a Community mini Fun Day, although for latter event we may bring 
in additional local suppliers.  For both events we would encourage recycling of 
appropriate waste. 
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Recommendation 
 
That Committee approves or otherwise the different options and parameters 
surrounding possible events including the inherent draft financial costs.   
 

 


