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 Agenda item number: 5 
Date of meeting: 7th September 2020  

THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Events Committee 

Report by: John Sackett  Job Title: Events Manager  

 
Subject:  SUMMER HOLIDAY PROGRAMME – 2020 
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Purpose of Report 
 
For Committee to receive an updated report on the Summer Holiday programme which 
was approved on July 7th  at an extraordinary meeting, subject to Councillors Mike Cole 
and John Boyd final approval.  (EV/2020/27)    
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Background 
 
The following activities were confirmed and took place: 
Monster Safari Game 
Minesweeper Hunt 
Community ‘Family Fun Day’ Film  
Digital Choral Project  
Paint support for Joining Together  
Reach for the Stars digital painting project  
In addition, time was spent researching plans, in partnership with ‘Joining Together’ to 
develop a giant cardboard project. 
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Report  
 
Monster Safari Game  
The game, which needed to be accessed through mobile communication devices 
started in Thatcham on July 17th and has been a success with on 24/09/20, 45 
registered users equating to 158 players. 91 towns/ locations in The UK have signed up 
for the game with Thatcham having 4th highest usage. The game is available to play  
until September 24th.  10 participating Thatcham venues are:  
Community Spirit, Thatcham Mews, Newbury Building Society, Warings ,House of 
Cards, Leightons, Sweet Imagination, Best Buds, Blue Beetle Ceramics and Thatcham 
Library.  
 
Toolbox Marketing who developed the game, the first of its kind for them, have now 
developed 2 more similar games for the October Half-Term period as well as in the run 
up to Christmas. Improvements have been made with an option for local areas to 
donate to their own charities if they wish. 
 
Mine Sweeper Hunt  
Town Council created the game, a trail around 19 Thatcham Town Centre businesses, 
although the trail was similar to Monster Safari, the game was played without the need 
 



Page 2 of 4 

 

 for mobile devices as we felt this would attract a younger age group and those 
unfamiliar with using mobile devices. 19 businesses that took part where all different 
from Monster Safari.  Despite the concept being familiar to Thatcham users, there have 
been few competition returned entries. 
 
 
Family Fun Day Film  
A six-minute short film was created made up of some of the organisations who would 
have appeared at Family Fun Day or Fun on the Broadway. Intention was to remind 
Thatcham community that organisations are still thinking about them as well as provide 
tips of things to do and to keep in touch with them. 
Film was released on you tube on 28th July and have now been viewed on 28th  August 
240 times. Introduced by Thatcham’s Mayor the film featured clips from Thatcham 
Rugby Club, Thatcham Tornadoes F.C., Newbury and District Hackspace, Blue Beetle 
Ceramics, MF Dance, Ruddock Dance Academy Jolly Pop, and Thatcham Library. 
Submitted clips were then edited into a coherent film. 
 
Break Out- Thatcham Sings  
Working with Kat Penn (previous Director of  West Berks Rock Choir, now Director of 
her business Vox Fresh), Break Out allowed an opportunity for Thatcham Residents to 
join a virtual choir with lessons all conducted online.  25 persons registered by our 
extended closing date to 7th August. Interestingly age range of participants is from 8 to 
age 81, with just four persons aged 18 or under with reminder average age of mid 50’s. 
Currently participants are working with material and their submissions will then be 
edited into a virtual choir with film made available for public release by September 11th 

. 
Thatcham Reach for The Stars 
Thatcham based artist Armadillo created an opportunity for families to paint their 
portraits and be part of a space themed artwork with the artwork also referencing 
locations in Thatcham. The artwork was then made into an installation piece which was 
placed on Thatcham Broadway at the end of the summer holidays. 
 
Joining Together  
Thatcham Council supported a request from Karen de Monte, founder of ‘Joining 
Together’  for more paint to made available. Karen asked for her Facebook members to 
nominate people who should receive 10 bundles of mixed paint from Thatcham Town 
Council. Nominations were drawn out of a hat in mid-July. The paint assisted Joining 
Together to extend the project in Lower Way through July and early August. 
 
Additional planned activities  

Joining Together  

Working with Joining Together and an artist who has been grant funded by Newbury 
Corn Exchange, we have been planning for late summer a giant community Installation, 
made from cardboard, and created and inspired by the community. With current social 
distance guidelines, the project requires more time to ensure that all health and safety 
elements can be managed , whilst maintaining community engagement and artistic 
quality. The project is still in development stages and we would wish to use allocated 
summer holiday funds to develop plans and implement later this year. 
Dance  
 
Plans had been developed to create a pilot summer holiday online dance workshop. 
With timeframes available we have continued to develop the project and now plan to 
launch  ‘ Keep Dancing‘ project at Thatcham Festival. Currently 8 Thatcham 
based/connected dance organisations would be offering online taster workshops and/or 
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showcase presentations. Funding allocated to the summer we would wish to transfer to 
Thatcham Festival. 
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Financial Implications 
 
Summer programme costs finals costs anticipated at £2,135 against a budget 
parameter set of £5,000 
 

Costs Summer Season 2020  
Activity  

Actual £ 

Digital Film  350 

Monster Safari 100 

Armadillo  730 

Choral Project  500 

Minesweeper Prizes 100 

Joining Together Paint  60 

Joining Together – Photo Exhibition  tbc 

Joining Together – Carboard Project/  
in planning  

TBC 

Keep Dancing/ Planning for Festival  TBC 

Marketing    295 

TOTAL  2,135 
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Marketing  
 
5,000 A5 double sided flyers were printed and distributed to central Thatcham retailers 
and selected businesses and well as through selected addresses within Thatcham. 
Social media channels were used extensively as well as paid for advertising on 
Facebook.   Monster Safari supplied marketing support which included A1 size posters. 
Family Fun Day film prompted the creation of Thatcham Council’s own you tube 
channel which allows a further future avenue for Council promotions. 
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Event Summary  
 
Creating a summer events programme with mainly digital activity spread over the 
holidays was a new concept for Thatcham Town Council.  Activity was a response to 
the Coronavirus and put together at short notice. Although Monster Safari and 
Thatcham virtual choir, ‘Break Out’  appear to be a success in terms of attendance, 
other activities appear to have been less supported. Feedback suggests that many 
families used the easing of lockdown and the early summer good weather as an 
opportunity to take breaks or ‘staycations’ away from home. Feedback also suggest that 
many children have been saturated with digital activity during term time.  Nevertheless, 
creating and promoting digital content we think was a worthwhile exercise which 
allowed other options for residents to take part in Thatcham based activity as well as 
testing approaches which may become another means and another option of presenting 
future activity.  
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Reference to Council Plan 
 
Objective Three: To enhance the sense of community within Thatcham. 
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Consultation 
 
N/A 
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Environmental Impact Assessment 
 
All printed material printed on recognised Forestry sustainable paper  
Activities, in the main, were accessible online and therefore minimised travel and 
carbon footprint, albeit the circumstances of summer 2020 were highly unusual.  
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Recommendation 
 
That the information on summer holiday activities is noted. 
That surplus allocated income for summer holiday activities is rolled over to allow ‘ 
Carboard Installation ‘ project to be planned and ‘ Keep Dancing, Thatcham’ to develop 
as part of Thatcham Festival. 
 

 


