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Dear Mel, 
 
… 
 
I will be sending out an update to all stakeholders of the LCWIP (including TTC) early next 
week [w/c 28th September] to provide an update on our progress. Whilst the LCWIP covers 
off many of the nodes mentioned below it is important to note that the scope is limited to a 
grid of primary routes and we will have to look again at secondary routes or low traffic 
neighbourhoods to improve the mesh density of the cycle network in both Thatcham and 
Newbury. Likewise, recreational routes, such as the canal towpath, will not be audited as 
part of the LCWIP. 
 
Hope this helps but please don’t hesitate to contact me if you have any further queries. 
 
Kind regards 
Josh 

[see additional responses highlighted below] 

 

Hi Josh 

With reference to your invitation to comment on the proposed LCWIP, please find below 
Thatcham Town Council’s comments for consideration and inclusion: 
 
1. Thatcham Town Council would like to see a network of cycle routes connecting the 
following nodes:  
Newbury town centre 
Kennet School 
Trinity School 
Francis Baily School 
Spurcroft School 
Whitelands School 
Thatcham Park School 
Parsons Down School 
Thatcham Town Centre 
Thatcham Station 
The Nature Discovery Centre 
Colthrop Business Park  
the Kennet Heath estate 
the Moors estate 
the Siege Cross estate 
the Whitelands estate 
the Kennet Lea estate 
the Dunstan Park Estate 

 
 



2. Physical barriers to cycling and walking - the railway line is a physical barrier to 
accessing the canal towpath. The only access points are (i) from Crookham Hill at the 
Station, (ii) from the Kennet Heath estate via the footbridge, and (iii) from the Nature 
Discovery Centre via an uncontrolled crossing of the railway tracks. For safety reasons the 
Town Council wishes to see this latter route replaced by a route for both cyclists and walkers 
that uses the railway bridge a few hundred yards to the west of this crossing. Agree, but this 
falls outside the scope of the LCWIP primary routes. 

3. The A4 is a physical barrier between North and South Thatcham - in particular, there 
is no crossing for cautious cyclists - all of the places where a cycle lane or quiet road meets 
the A4, there is not a corresponding cycle lane or quiet road on the other side. Therefore, 
cyclists need to travel some distance along the A4 or use pavements that are not suitable for 
cycling. Worth bearing in mind and it is a valid point. We are looking at making Park Lane & 
the High Street more permeable with a proposal for contra-flow cycle lanes but this is just 
one location of many which requires joined-up thinking and I have asked for this to be 
considered in the LCWIP route audit of the A4. 
 
4. Corridors - the primary corridors and barriers all lie east-west, i.e. the A4 and Lower Way 
roads and the canal towpath as corridors and the railway line and canal as barriers. Note 
that the only direct off-road access to Greenham Common is a bridleway via the Kennet 
Heath estate railway footbridge, the canal swing bridge, Chamberhouse Farm and Dog 
Kennel Lane. The LCWIP has highlighted the requirement for recreational routes, and 
particularly access to the three commons within reach of the urban area, and these will be 
identified as part of the current process but will not be audited in detail. 

5. Thatcham Town Council would like a primarily off-road leisure cycle route between 
Thatcham and Newbury town centres. We believe such a route could be created from 
Urquhart Road via The Moors, Jubilee Lakes, the railway bridge mentioned above, Bull's 
Lock and Newbury Racecourse. A spur off it at The Moors would connect to Thatcham town 
centre, and other spurs would connect to other nodes. As above this can be identified as a 
potential leisure route in the LCWIP but it falls outside the scope to be formally audited. 

6. Thatcham Town Council wishes to see Lawrence's Lane closed to through traffic, in 
order to make it safer for cyclists and walkers. This provides a route to St Finian’s School 
in Cold Ash. This has been included in our EATF Tranche 2 bid (but note that any proposals 
will be subject to consultation with affected properties). 
 
7. Thatcham Town Council wishes to see the A4 speed limit maintained at 30mph 
throughout Thatcham. This means reducing the limit in the stretch between Henwick Lane 
and Hambridge Road traffic lights, from 40mph to 30mph. This would be in line with new 
Government Guidance on cycling infrastructure (which we note was prepared by the same 
consultants as those developing this LCWIP). This is subject to a speed limit review and is 
currently being looked at by traffic and road safety colleagues. From a cyclists perspective it 
would be beneficial to have it reduced to 30mph limit but I understand that there may be 
other factors that influence the decision. 

If you have any questions regarding this response, or you need any further information or 
clarification, please don’t hesitate to contact me. 

Kind Regards 
Mel Taylor 
 


