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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of a Meeting of the 

Planning and Highways Committee 
held on Tuesday 21st July 2020 at 7pm 

remotely via video conferencing1   

Present: Councillor John Boyd (Chairman) 
Councillors Lourdes Cottam, Ellen Crumly, Paul Field, Richard Foster,  
Mark Lillycrop, David Lister, Simon Pike and Jennifer Walker 

 
In attendance: Mel Taylor (Town Clerk) 
  Councillors Richard Crumly and Keith Woodhams 
  2 local residents 
  1 member of the press (Newbury Weekly News)   
 
PH/2020/74 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

There were no apologies for absence. 
 
PH/2020/75 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor R Crumly declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item 
number 5 (PH/2020/78) as a former acquaintance of the local resident who 
was present to address the Committee on this item. 
 
Councillor Pike declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item number 5 
(PH/2020/78) as Chairman of the Mid & West Berks Local Access Forum. 

 
PH/2020/76 MINUTES 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 30th June 2020, having been 

previously circulated, be taken as read, confirmed and signed as an accurate 
record. 

 
PH/2020/77 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

i. PH/2020/70 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT / HIGHWAYS / ROAD SAFETY 
MATTERS 

c) Lawrences Lane  
The following response had been received from West Berkshire Council to the 
Town Council’s request that consideration be given to the prior request that 
Lawrences Lane be closed to vehicles, except for access, to coincide with the 
road closure planned for 8th July 2020: 
“I am pleased to confirm that the request to consider measures to reduce 

through traffic will be considered as part of phase 2 of the Government’s 

Emergency Active Travel fund.  

Unfortunately the request did not align with the Government’s criteria for 

phase 1, which focussed on urban utility routes rather than rural recreational. 

We are awaiting further guidance and timescales for phase 2 of the fund, 

once we have this, the assessment process will begin and my colleagues in 

the Network Management Team will be in touch. 

Best regards 

Jon Winstanley, Service Director – Environment” 

RESOLVED to note this information. 

Councillor Pike requested that an opportunity to update the Committee on 

West Berkshire Council’s Local Cycling and Walking Infrastructure Plans be 

included on the agenda for the next meeting. 

 
1 The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel 

Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 
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PH/2020/78 DEREGISTRATION OF COMMON LAND 

Notification had been received from West Berkshire Council of its proposal to 
delete from the Register of Common Land, the area of land, Common Land 
Unit CL87, known as The Thatcham Children’s Centre. 

RESOLVED to suspend Standing Orders to allow 2 local residents to address Committee 
 
 The residents expressed concern that deregistration of this area as Common 

Land could lead to the land being included in future Strategic Development 
Plans. It was also highlighted that only one building was shown on the Land 
Registry map but several structures were included on West Berkshire 
Council’s map. 

 
RESOLVED to reinstate Standing Orders 
RESOLVED to respond to West Berkshire Council with the observations that: (i) the 

boundary on West Berkshire Council’s map was not aligned with the 
boundary shown on the Department for Environment, Farming and Rural 
Affairs (DEFRA) “Magic Map”; (ii) the area of land was listed as Access Land, 
in accordance with the Countryside & Rights Of Way Act 2000, on the DEFRA 
Magic Map; and (iii) the Town Council believes the intention of deregistration 
to be to regularise the status of the land as a Children’s Centre and would 
object to any change of use. 

 
PH/2020/79 TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT / HIGHWAYS / ROAD SAFETY MATTERS 

There were no traffic management, highways or road safety matters. 
 

PH/2020/80 PLANNING MATTERS 
Members were advised that the Berks, Bucks & Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT) 
were presenting a biodiversity and planning webinar on Thursday 6th August 
2020 at 7pm on the topic of Local Planning with Biodiversity And Wildlife In 
Mind. Details had been emailed to all Councillors, who were asked to inform 
the Town Clerk if they wished to attend. 

RESOLVED to note this information. 
 
PH/2020/81 DECISION NOTICES 

  Members received details of Planning decisions from West Berkshire Council. 

RESOLVED to note the information. 

 

PH/2020/82 PLANNING APPLICATIONS  

Members were advised that the Planning Portal on West Berkshire Council’s 

website had been offline for several days and therefore it had not been 

possible to obtain details of the applications that were due to be considered. 

RESOLVED to convene an extraordinary meeting of the Committee on Tuesday 28th July 

2020 at 7pm to consider the planning applications scheduled to be 

considered at this meeting. 

 

 

There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 7.37pm. 

 

 

 

Signed: ______________________________________ Date: ___________________ 


