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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting of the 

Events Committee 
held on Monday 7th September 2020 at 7.00pm 

remotely via video conferencing1 
 

Present:  Councillor Mike Cole (Chairman) 
Councillors John Boyd, Jeff Brooks, Ellen Crumly, Richard Crumly,  
Mark Lillycrop, Simon Pike, Jennifer Walker and Keith Woodhams 

 
In attendance: John Sackett (Events Manager)  
 Councillors David Lister and Lee Dillon  
 1 member of the press (Newbury Weekly News) 
 
 
EV/2020/30 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 An apology for absence was received from Councillor Lourdes Cottam. 
 
EV/2020/31 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Councillor Dillon declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item number 7 
(EV/2020/36) as Honorary Vice President of RBL Thatcham Branch. 
 

EV/2020/32 MINUTES 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 1st June 2020 and the extraordinary 

meeting held on 6th July 2020, having been previously circulated, be taken 
as read and signed as a correct record of the proceedings. 

 
EV/2020/33   MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

The Events Manager advised that the Events Management intern from   
Bournemouth University, Jerome Vileta, started on 3rd September 2020 and 
had settled in well. 

 
EV/2020/34       SUMMER EVENT PROGRAMME 
 The Events Manager presented a report on the summer event programme 

and advised that some activities planned for the summer, such as a dance 
project, would now take place during Thatcham Festival. 

RESOLVED to note the information. 
 
EV/2020/35      THATCHAM FESTIVAL 10th -18th October 2020 
 The Events Manager presented a report on development of the 2020 

Thatcham Festival. Councillors Dillon and Pike requested that the best use 
of digital and multiple platforms be investigated. Discussions took place 
concerning the development of a small scale 2021 Spring Festival. 
Councillor Pike suggested that if capacity restrictions were still in place, that 
repeating presentations be considered. Councillor Dillon asked if 
communities affected through a lack of event opportunities during Covid-19 
be considered and Councillor Boyd suggested avoiding clashing with other 
local Festival dates.  

RESOLVED  that a small-scale Spring Festival be considered for 2021 with a project plan 
and costings put in place. 

 
EV/2020/36      REMEMBRANCE PARADE AND ARMISTICE DAY 2020 

The Events Manager presented a report on plans to date for the 2020 
Remembrance Parade. Councillors Brooks, Lister and Pike mentioned the 
need to observe current Government guidelines on social distancing.  
 

 
1 1 The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel 

Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 
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EV/2020/36      REMEMBRANCE PARADE AND ARMISTICE DAY 2020 continued 

Councillor Pike stated that current guidelines for numbers of people at 
outdoor events were defined by a safety assessment and not by numerical 
numbers and to therefore allow the Events Team to make assessment. It 
was suggested to have a limited and ticketed invitation to participants.  
 
On the suggestion of a live film streaming of the event made available to the 
public, Councillor Dillon suggested investigating availability of halls to 
encourage key groups to watch the parade.  
 
It was noted that a request for a road closure must be made to West 
Berkshire Council by 9th October 2020. 
 
It was recommended that a procession should take place as part of the 
parade, not withstanding further discussions with key members of the 
planning group and that a road closure be obtained with a closure of the 
Bath Road for a minimal time to allow for 2 minutes’ silence and wreath 
laying. 

RESOLVED     that further planning take place with key partners and that an extraordinary 
meeting of the Events Committee be held in early October to finalise plans. 
 
Councillor Dillon left the meeting  
 
Councillor Brookes and Walker advised of intermittent internet connection 
problems and left the meeting shortly after 
 

EV/2020/37     WARMING UP FOR CHRISTMAS 2020 
The Events Manager presented a verbal report on plans for Warming Up For 
Christmas and advised that the providers of the Monster Safari summer event 
had developed similar activities for October Half-Term and Christmas. 
Councillor Cole recommended that these new events be developed out of 
existing budget streams. 

RESOLVED    to continue planning for Warming Up For Christmas. 
 

EV/2020/38 BUDGET 2020/21 
  Members received budgets for the Events cost centres for the year 2020/21. 
 

Councillor Cole queried an item listed in the Remembrance Parade cost 
centre which related to World War 1 Events and asked for more information 
on this. 
Councillor Crumly queried a lack of actual expenditure for Thatcham Festival 
and Councillor Cole explained that committed expenditure was not currently 
shown for the Festival, or many of the events that followed, as part of the 
current system of reporting but that there was likely to be underspends in the 
Christmas and Remembrance event budgets. 

RESOLVED    to note the report and to respond to Councillor Cole’s query detailed above. 
 
 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.24pm. 
 
 
Signed: ___________________________________     Date: ________________________  


