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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting of  
Thatcham Town Council 

held on Monday 25th January 2021 at 7pm 
remotely via video conferencing1 

 

Present:   Councillor Mike Cole (Mayor) 
Councillors Steve Ardagh-Walter, John Boyd, Jeremy Cottam,  
Lourdes Cottam, Ellen Crumly, Richard Crumly, Paul Field, Richard Foster, 
Owen Jeffery, Mark Lillycrop, David Lister, Simon Pike, Christine Rice, 
Jennifer Walker and Keith Woodhams 

 
In attendance:  Mel Taylor (Town Clerk) 

1 Member of the Public 
 1 Member of the Press (Newbury Weekly News) 
 

 
FULL/2021/01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

An apology for absence was received from Councillor Jeff Brooks. 
     

FULL/2021/02 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 Councillor Pike declared a non-pecuniary interest in agenda item number 17 

(FULL/2021/17) as a member of the Mid and West Berkshire Local Access 
Forum. 

 
FULL/2021/03 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
 No public questions had been received.  
 
FULL/2021/04 MINUTES 
RESOLVED that the Minutes of the meeting held on 30th November 2020, having been 

previously circulated, be signed as a correct record of the proceedings. 
 
FULL/2021/05 MATTERS ARISING 
 FULL/2020/95 - STAFF SALARY BENCHMARKING 

Following Councillor Ardagh-Walter’s request for further information 
regarding staff salary benchmarking, referred to the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee at the last meeting of Council, the Town Clerk 
reported that she, Councillor Cole and Councillor Ardagh-Walter had met in 
December 2020 and agreed to seek to engage with similar sized Councils 
to obtain an overview of staffing and services provided. 
 
Councillor Walker joined the meeting 

 
FULL/2021/06 BUDGET AND PRECEPT 2021-22 

Members considered a draft budget for the financial year 2021/22, 
recommended to Council by the Finance and General Purposes Committee 
following review at its meeting on 14th December 2020 (FGP/2020/66). The 
draft reflected a 2.75% increase in the precept to £763,120, increasing the 
Council Tax Band D equivalent from £81.46 per annum in 2020/21 to 
£83.88 per annum in 2021/22.  

RESOLVED Unanimously, to adopt the draft budget and that a precept of £763,120 be 
issued in accordance with the requirements of Section 150 (4) of the Local 
Government Act 1972 to meet the expenditure as set out in the budget.  

 
1 The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel 
Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 
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FULL/2021/07 REPORTS FROM THE MAYOR AND DEPUTY MAYOR 

Local events had been severely affected by Coronavirus (Covid-19) with 
many scheduled functions being cancelled, therefore reduced activity was 
reported by the Mayor and Deputy Mayor. 
 
(a) Mayor’s Report 
Councillor Cole reported that he had recorded a virtual Christmas Light’s 
switch-on, accompanied by sponsors Oakley Green Conservatories and 
McCarthy & Stone; and, in partnership with the Newbury Weekly News, had 
judged the town centre businesses Christmas Window Dressing 
Competition, won by Thatcham Kitchen Design [Mayor’s award] and A-Plan 
Insurance [NWN’s reader’s vote]. The Mayor had also attended the United 
Reformed Church’s online carol concert on Christmas Eve. 
 
(b) Deputy Mayor’s Report 
Councillor Boyd reported that he had accompanied the Mayor at judging the 
Window Dressing competition. 

  
FULL/2021/08 FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
 Having been proposed and seconded, and subsequently stood adjourned 

from the last meeting (FULL/2020/93), Council considered adoption of 
revised Financial Regulations. 

RESOLVED unanimously, to adopt the revised Financial Regulations, as presented. 
 
FULL/2021/09 APPROVAL AND ADOPTION OF COMMITTEE MINUTES 
 The following Committee Minutes were presented for adoption: 

a) Recreation and Amenities Committee Minutes dated 30th November 
2020 and 11th January 2021. 

RESOLVED that the Minutes be adopted. 
 
b) Finance and General Purposes Committee Minutes dated 14th December 

2020. 
RESOLVED that the Minutes be adopted. 
  

c) Planning and Highways Committee Minutes dated 1st December 2020, 
22nd December 2020 and 19th January 2021. 

RESOLVED that the Minutes be adopted. 
 
FULL/2021/10 RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEE 
 Council considered the following recommendations arising from the 

Recreation and Amenities Committee meeting held on 11th January 2021: 
 

i. That expenditure of £5,024.00 be approved for the installation of a fire 
alarm system at the Council Offices (RA/2021/05). 

RESOLVED to approve expenditure of £5,024.00 for the installation of a fire alarm 
system at the Council Offices, funded from the Rolling Capital Fund. 
 
ii. That expenditure of £18,833.21 be approved for the upgrade of lighting 

at Town Council buildings to LED lights (RA/2021/6(d)). 
RESOLVED to approve expenditure of £18,833.21 for the upgrade of lighting at Town 

Council buildings to LED lights, funded from the Climate Emergency 
Earmarked Reserve. 
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FULL/2021/10 RECOMMENDATIONS FROM COMMITTEE continued 

iii. That expenditure of £2,717.42 be approved for the installation of 
replacement gates at Siegecross Play Area (RA/2021/07). 

RESOLVED to approve expenditure of £2,717.42 for the installation of replacement 
gates at Siegecross Play Area, funded from Community Infrastructure Levy 
receipts held. 
 

FULL/2021/11 CLERK’S REPORT 
NALC – Open Letter to Councillors 
Members received an “Open Letter to Councillors” from Sue Baxter, 
Chairman of the National Association of Local Councils. 

 
FULL/2021/12 CIVIC AWARDS PANEL 

Members were advised that Civic Awards were awarded each year to 
individuals or local organisations in recognition of work carried out for the 
benefit of the community of Thatcham. Nominations were invited from 
members of the public and would be considered by the Civic Awards Panel 
[remotely] on Monday 8th March 2021 at 7pm.  

RESOLVED to re-appoint Councillors Boyd, Cole, E Crumly, Lister and Walker to the 
Civic Awards Panel 2021. 
 

FULL/2021/13 FIXED ASSET REGISTER 
  Members reviewed the Fixed Asset Register, prepared by the Responsible 

Financial Officer, in collaboration with the Services Manager, Services 
Officer and Town Clerk. 

RESOLVED to (i) adopt the Fixed Asset Register as a work in progress whilst a review of 
valuations was carried out after the impending year-end pressures, (ii) 
approve the write-off of the Bemford Dumper Truck, having been scrapped 
in approximately 2016, and (iii) approve removal of the Adult & Community 
Learning Centre Equipment from the Register, having been returned to 
West Berkshire Council [formerly located at The Hub] in approximately 
2018. 

FULL/2021/14 HEALTH & SAFETY POLICY STATEMENT 
Members reviewed the Health & Safety General Policy Statement, as part of 
the Town Council’s health and safety management procedures. 

RESOLVED to adopt the Health and Safety General Policy Statement, as presented, and 
approve endorsement of the statement by the Mayor. 

FULL/2021/15 CORONAVIRUS (COVID-19) UPDATES 
  Following Government’s implementation of a third lockdown with effect from 

19th December 2020, the Town Clerk provided the following updates relating 
to Council operation resulting from Covid-19 restrictions: 
Burdwood Community Centre remained open for the sole use of Thatcham 
Pre-school; Frank Hutchings Community Hall [and including West Berkshire 
Therapy Centre] was closed; Cemetery, Allotments and Play Areas 
remained open; Outdoor Gyms and Skate Park closed; Public toilets in The 
Broadway remained open, as did the weekly Friday Market but for essential 
food traders only. 

RESOLVED as per previous lockdowns, to agree that the Council Offices may close to 
members of public at 2pm with telephone coverage maintained until 5pm. 
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FULL/2021/16 WEST BERKSHIRE COUNCIL – GOVERNANCE & ETHICS PANEL 
  Members noted that, having been nominated by the Town Council as a 

Town/Parish Council representative on West Berkshire Council’s 
Governance and Ethics Committee Advisory Panel in May 2019 
(FULL/2019/49), and subsequently appointed, Councillor Pike had been 
invited by West Berkshire Council to continue in the role and had agreed. 

                                                                
FULL/2021/17 REGULATION 18 CONSULTATION ON THE EMERGING DRAFT OF THE 

WEST BERKSHIRE LOCAL PLAN REVIEW TO 2037 
 West Berkshire District Council was reviewing its Local Plan to cover the 

period up to 2037. The Local Plan Review (LPR) would identify the 
development that was required to meet local needs, set out strategy for 
distributing development within the district, as well as outlining policies for 
conserving and enhancing the natural and built environment. Councillor 
Lister highlighted five main areas of concern:  

• The Town Council objected to the inclusion of the proposed Thatcham 
North East site during the HELAA (Housing and Economic Land 
Availability Assessment) site selection process, in April 2020, however, 
the Town Council’s comments had not been recorded in the site 
assessments documentation with the LPR, whilst the responses of other 
parish Councils had been included. 

• The LPR referenced an Infrastructure Delivery Plan (IDP) as a 
supporting document. The IDP was due to be published during week 
commencing 14th December 2020 but had still not been published, 
resulting in the evidence base being incomplete and consequently 
impossible to verify statements made in the LPR and therefore unknown 
whether previous significant shortfalls in local infrastructure were being 
addressed. 

• The legal relationship between the Thatcham Strategic Road Study and 
the Local Plan was undefined, resulting in little detail in the LPR referring 
to the Thatcham North East site. The legal relationship between the 
documents should be established and written into Policies within the 
Local Plan. 

• Significant justification for the Thatcham North East site was based upon 
a Sustainability Assessment, and including a Strategic Environmental 
Assessment, which appeared to have been developed based upon data 
from 2018, prior to West Berkshire Council adopting its Environmental 
Strategy and Net Carbon Zero statement in 2019. Thereby making the 
statement out of date and inconsistent with the current Policies of West 
Berkshire Council. The Assessment was also still only in draft format and 
being used to support the draft Local Plan, therefore difficult to identify 
which of the two draft documents had priority. 

• The Traffic Assessment provided in the evidence data was incomplete as 
it did not cover Floral Way or correctly illustrate existing know traffic flows 
in that area; indicating that there was no traffic congestion on the A4, 
between Thatcham and Newbury, or at Thatcham rail crossing. 

 
  Councillor Walker left the meeting during the above presentation from 

Councillor Lister 
   

Councillor Lister, Leader of the Council, had provided a draft response to 
the consultation, based on the above concerns, to all Members in advance 
of the meeting and invited comments from all Members of Council. 
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FULL/2021/17 REGULATION 18 CONSULTATION ON THE EMERGING DRAFT OF THE 

WEST BERKSHIRE LOCAL PLAN REVIEW TO 2037 continued 
Councillor Crumly raised concern at the volume of the proposed 
development at Thatcham North East and its effect on existing infrastructure 
shortfall and delivery of future infrastructure. 
 
Councillor Pike raised concern that the Sustainability Appraisal should be 
part of the LPR but was not, and that the Strategic Study, having been 
prepared by consultants, was not clear on which parts of the Study had 
been endorsed by West Berkshire Council and which were not, and the 
Spatial Strategy appeared to lack justification. 
 
Councillor Cottam endorsed the feedback of Councillor Lister. 
 
Councillor Ardagh-Walter acknowledged Councillor Lister’s feedback and 
spoke of the responsibility to facilitate growth to provide homes needed for 
young people wishing to stay in the local area. Councillor Ardagh-Walter 
was confident that the proposed development would be built to the highest 
environmental standards obtainable and the footprint of the proposed 
housing would be smaller than general existing property footprints. 
 
Councillor Jeffery deemed the proposed development an environmental 
disaster and raised significant concern that the town centre was not able to 
grow to support the development. 
 
Councillor Field called on the Town Council to embrace the opportunity to 
positively and constructively engage with the local community to seek 
opinion on what residents wanted the future of the town to be, accepting 
that change was essential and inevitable and to focus on what was wanted, 
and how that could be achieved, rather than what was not wanted. 
 
Councillor Lister thanked Members for their input and agreed to take these 
onboard to strengthen the draft response. Councillor Cole hoped for the 
opportunity for ongoing dialogue with West Berkshire Council given the 
significant impact of the proposed development on the town.  

RESOLVED to delegate authority to Councillors Cole (Mayor) and Lister (Leader) to 
finalise the Town Council’s response to the consultation for submission 
(submitted response - appendix I to these Minutes). 

   
FULL/2021/18 REPORTS 

(a)  Reports from Thatcham Town Councillors and West Berkshire 
District Councillors on Council Surgeries 

i. Members noted (i) a report on Council Surgery held on 5th December 
2020, attended by Councillors Boyd and Dillon, and (ii) that Council 
Surgery scheduled for 2nd January 2021 had been cancelled due to the 
Covid-19 lockdown. 
 

ii. Council considered a recommendation to cancel Council Surgery 
scheduled for 6th February 2021, due to continuation of the Covid-19 
lockdown.  

RESOLVED to confirm cancellation of Council Surgery scheduled for 6th February 2021, 
due to continuation of the Covid-19 lockdown, and for Officers to assess the 
feasibility of conducting Council Surgery online. 
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FULL/2021/18 REPORTS continued 

(b)  Reports from West Berkshire District Councillors 
The following reports were received from West Berkshire District 
Councillors: 

 
 Councillor Jeffery reported that (i) streetlights had now been installed 

on the approach to Spurcroft Primary School from Coldstream Way / 
Grenadier Gardens, a project Councillor Jeffery had been working on 
with Councillor Kessell, and (ii) Councillors Jeffery and Kessell had 
submitted a bid to West Berkshire Council’s District Councillors’ Covid-
19 related grant fund to provide additional computers and jackets to 
Spurcroft Primary School, and a response to the application was 
awaited. 

 
 Councillor J Cottam reported that (i) he was engaged with Whitelands 

Park Primary School regarding the need for additional computers, to 
support home schooling, and (ii) Councillor Cottam encouraged 
residents to report overgrown vegetation on public footpaths to West 
Berkshire Council as many were now maintained on a reactive basis, 
rather than a proactive maintenance service. 

 
 Councillor Ardagh-Walter reported that (i) he was working with Francis 

Baily Primary School regarding sourcing additional computers for home 
schooling, (ii) he was actively working with Francis Baily Primary 
School to address an increase in traffic congestion around the school 
due to more residents working from home, and (iii) a trial was to be 
carried out in Calcot seeking to ease congestion around schools, by 
encouraging families away from driving to school. 

 
 Councillor Woodhams reported that he awaited the outcome of the 

speed limit review which had recommended a reduction from 40mph to 
30mph on the A4 from Henwick Lane to Benham Hill. 

 
(c)  Reports by Town Council Appointees to Outside Bodies 

   There was nothing new to report. 
 

 
 
There being no further business the Mayor declared the meeting closed at 
9.00pm. 
 
 
 

    Signed: ________________________________ Date: ____________ 


