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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
Minutes of a meeting of the 

Recreation and Amenities Committee 
held on Monday 14th September 2020 at 7.00pm 

remotely via video conferencing1 

 
Present:  Councillor Jeremy Cottam (Chairman) 

Councillors Steve Ardagh-Walter, John Boyd, Lourdes Cottam,  
Owen Jeffrey, Mark Lillycrop, Simon Pike and Keith Woodhams 

 
In attendance: Mike Aslin (Services Manager) and Mel Taylor (Town Clerk)  

Councillor David Lister 
1 member of the press (Newbury Weekly News) 
 

RA/2020/70 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Jeff Brooks. 
 

RA/2020/71 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 
 

RA/2020/72 MINUTES 
RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the meeting held on 13th July 2020, having been previously 

circulated, be taken as read, confirmed, and signed as an accurate record. 
 
RA/2020/73  MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING 

There were no matters arising from the previous meeting. 
 

RA/2020/74 BROADWAY PUBLIC CONVENIENCES WORKING PARTY 
Members received the Minutes of the Broadway Public Conveniences Working 
Party meeting held on 13th September 2020 and considered the recommendation to 
open the Broadway Public Conveniences following the completion of outstanding 
maintenance and without any additional cleaning hours previously recommended.  

RESOLVED  To adopt the Minutes of the Broadway Public Conveniences Working Party     
meeting held on 13th September 2020 and to reopen the toilets as soon as possible 
with instructional signage displayed and an additional hour cleaning during opening 
hours. 

   
RA/2020/75 HENWICK JMC REVIEW WORKING PARTY 

Members received the Minutes of the Henwick JMC Review Working Party meeting 
held on 25th August 2020 and considered the recommendations therein. 

RESOLVED  To adopt the Minutes of the Henwick JMC Review Working Party meeting held on 
25th August 2020 and to approve the recommendations therein, as follows:  
i. To seek independent legal advice on Thatcham Town Council’s liability and 

responsibilities within the current agreement, relating to both the site and users.  
ii To seek clarification on the details of the transfer of the management 

agreement from Newbury District Council to West Berkshire Council when 
Newbury District Council ceased to be co-lease holder with the Town Council, 
with particular regard to ownership of the properties. 

iii.  To seek clarification from West Berkshire Council as to whether areas used by 
the Grounds Maintenance contractor where the responsibility of the JMC or 
West Berkshire Council as part of the Grounds Maintenance Contract. 

iv.  To seek confirmation from West Berkshire Council that the play area was 
managed as per the lease for the site. 

 
 

 
1 The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England 

and Wales) Regulations 2020 
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14th September 2020 

 
RA/2020/75 HENWICK JMC REVIEW WORKING PARTY continued 

v.  To formally request that the accounts for the site be recorded in accordance 
with proper practice, as set out in the Joint Panel on Accountability and 
Governance (JPAG) Practitioners’ Guide. 

vi.  To formally request that the budgets for the site be set in accordance with the 
management agreement, rather than being set by West Berkshire Council, as 
currently. 

vii. And also to seek confirmation from West Berkshire Council of the date of the 
last quorate meeting of the JMC and request that the Minutes be [re]circulated. 

 
 Councillor Ardagh-Walter joined the meeting during the above item 
 
RA/2020/76 COMMUNITY CENTRE BRADLEY MOORE SQUARE, THATCHAM FINANCIAL 

STATEMENTS 
Members received the financial statements from Deal Varney for management of 
the land and car park surrounding Frank Hutchings Community Hall. 

RESOLVED To note the information and to request that the quality of the grounds maintenance 
work be assessed. 

 
RA/2020/77 SKATE PARK REPAIRS 
 Members received a report from the Services Manager for repairs needed at 

Thatcham Skate Park to the value of £13,000. Members were updated that cost 
reductions had also been negotiated to reduce the sum to £11,960. 

RESOLVED To recommend to Full Council that expenditure of £11,960 be approved for the 
remedial works outlined in the Service Manager’s report, funded from either 
Community Infrastructure Levy funds or from the Recreation Development Fund 
Earmarked Reserve. 

 
RA/2020/78 BROADWAY GREEN WORKING PARTY 

Members received the Minutes of the Broadway Green Working Party meeting held 
on 24th August 2020. 

RESOLVED  To adopt the Minutes of the Broadway Green Working Party meeting held on  
24th August 2020. 

 
RA/2020/79 INCIDENTS  

Members reviewed incidents of vandalism and anti-social behaviour logged by the 
Town Council between 6th July 2020 and 7th September 2020. Discussion ensued 
regarding the former rubbish dump land on Lower Way (near the Nature Discovery 
Centre and Sewage Works), as it was believed that the land was to be restored as 
recreational space when planning permission was granted in 1975.    

RESOLVED To note the Report and for the Town Clerk to enquire with West Berkshire Council 
as to the legal status of the land detailed above and to investigate the situation with 
regard to access and safety of the area. 

 
RA/2020/80 INCOME / EXPENDITURE COSTS 

a) Members received details of income and expenditure for this Committee’s 
budgets for the financial year to date (appendix I to these Minutes). 

RESOLVED To note the information and to request an update at the next meeting of this 
Committee from the Detached Youth Workers on progress made. 

 
b) Members considered proposed BACS payments from the Imprest account 

(appendix II to these Minutes). 
RESOLVED To approve the BACS payments. 
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Recreation and Amenities Committee 
14th September 2020 
 
RA/2020/81 REPORTS BY TOWN COUNCIL APPOINTEES 

Members received the following reports from Town Council appointees to outside 
bodies: 

• Friends of Thatcham Library 
Councillor Lillycrop reported that libraries were starting to be  
reopened and that a click and collect service had been running well. 
Proposed upgrades to the main entrance and the toilets were still in 
progress. 
 

• Henwick Worthy Joint Management Committee  
Councillor Woodhams commended the grounds’ staff for their hard work and 
advised that Councillor Dillion was to be replaced by Councillor Pike on the 
Joint Management Committee. Councillor Woodhams was advised that 
Town Council appointees was a matter for Full Council. 

    

• Kennet Leisure Centre Joint Advisory Committee  
Councillor J Cottam reported that a Joint Advisory Committee meeting was 
to be scheduled for October 2020.  
 

• Thatcham Parish Hall Management Committee 
Councillor Pike reported that the hall was getting ready to reopen with  
some of their hirers returning with updated risk assessments.  Also, that 
various repairs had been carried out by the Trustees to keep the operation 
moving forward. 
 

• The Thatcham (Old Bluecoat School) Charity  
Councillor J Cottam reported that all the internal works had been completed 
and looked extremely good. They had not yet reopened however, due to 
COVID-19 restrictions. 

 

• Thatcham Dementia Friendly Community Forum 
Councillor L Cottam reported that the next meeting was due in September 
2020, to look at the project at Turnfields Garden. 
 

• Thatcham Memorial Foundation 
Councillor Jeffery reported that the Memorial Foundation was in a difficult 
situation as there was currently no income due to COVID-19 restrictions but 
they had progressed with some tree work to make the area safe. 

 
 
There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.23pm 
 
 
 
 

Signed: __________________________________  Date: _________________________ 


