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THATCHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

Minutes of a meeting of the 

Environmental Working Party 

held on Thursday 26th November 2020 at 7pm 

remotely via video conferencing1 

 

Present: Councillor Jeremy Cottam (Chairman) 

Councillors Paul Field, Richard Foster and Owen Jeffery 

 

In attendance: Mel Taylor (Town Clerk) 

    

EN/2020/63 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Jennifer Walker. 
 

EN/2020/64 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest.  
 

EN/2020/65 MINUTES  
AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 1st October 2020 be signed as a 

true record of the proceedings.  
 

EN/2020/66 MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MEETING  
It was noted that, following discussion at a prior meeting of this Working Party 

(EN/2020/51ii), and subsequent consideration by the Planning and Highways 

Committee, a meeting with representatives of GWR and Network Rail and 

Councillors Foster, Lister and Pike was held on 13th October 2020 to discuss 

the Town Council’s concerns regarding Thatcham Train Station. An action 

plan arose from the meeting and updates to this would be regularly reported 

to the Planning and Highways Committee. 

 

EN/2020/67 ACTION PLAN  
a) Policies 
Members reviewed the Action Plan Policies. 

AGREED to approve the new Biodiversity Policy, as prepared by Councillor Foster. 
 

AGREED to seek clarification from Councillor Lister as to what was an achievable 
carbon footprint reduction before offsetting was required, in relation to Policy 6 
– Reduction of Thatcham Town Council’s Carbon Footprint. 
 

AGREED to amend the following statement in Policy 6, as follows “set target to reduce 
emissions by a rolling average of 7% year on year”. 
 

AGREED to request that Councillor Field aims to complete the outstanding Community 
Engagement Policy by 4th December 2020, in preparation for presentation to 
the Recreation and Amenities Committee for adoption, when it meets on 11th 
January 2021. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
1 The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and Police and Crime Panel 

Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 
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EN/2020/67 ACTION PLAN continued 
b) Working Document 
The Working Document, summarising the current actions within the Plan, was 
reviewed. 

AGREED that all Working Party Members should access the shared document and 
assign actions to themselves that they would be willing to take responsibility 
for overseeing implementation. 
[Councillor Field offered to support any Members needing help to access the 
shared document/s] 

 

EN/2020/68 ENVIRONMENTAL CHAMPION 

 At the last meeting of the Working Party Councillor Field was appointed 

Environmental Champion (EN/2020/58). The Working Party considered the 

terms of this role. 

AGREED that the proposed terms of the Environmental Champion role should be “to 

communicate and promote Thatcham Town Council’s aims and ambitions to 

the wider community”. 

 

EN/2020/69 TREE PRESERVATION ORDERS 

In line with the Biodiversity Policy within the Action Plan (Policy 5), the 

Working Party considered a review of existing and potential Tree Preservation 

Orders (TPO) within Thatcham. 

AGREED to obtain, from West Berkshire Council, details of the criteria for a Tree 

Preservation Order and to request details of existing TPO’s in Thatcham in list 

format [noting that a visual record of this information was available via West 

Berkshire Council’s online map]. 

 

EN/2020/70 LED LIGHTING 

In line with the Reduction of Thatcham Town Council’s Carbon Footprint 

Policy within the Action Plan (Policy 6), Members received quotations to 

upgrade outstanding LED lighting at Town Council venues. 

AGREED to recommend to the Recreation and Amenities Committee that funding of 

£18,833.21 be allocated from the Climate Emergency Fund for the upgrade of 

outstanding LED lighting at Town Council venues. 

EN/2020/71 9 THINGS YOU CAN DO ABOUT CLIMATE CHANGE 

 

Councillor Field left the meeting during this item 

 

Members considered a quotation for printing copies of the “9 things you can 

do about climate change” booklet, produced by Imperial College and 

Grantham Institute, for potential distribution to all properties across the town, 

as follows: 

A6 12pp, Uncoated FSC Material, Crease and fold to size, pack in suitable 
cartons 
Delivery to Thatcham 
11,000 copies @ £1,954 (+VAT) 

AGREED to enquire with the producers of the booklet whether they would permit 

Thatcham Town Council’s logo and contact details being added to the booklet 

for local distribution. 
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EN/2020/72 LOCKDOWN WOOD PROJECT 

Following previous consideration of the proposal to plant a “Lockdown Wood” 

in Thatcham, it was reported that discussions had taken place with Newbury 

Friends of the Earth, and subsequently, West Berkshire Climate Action 

Network, to obtain saplings for Thatcham but unfortunately all trees had 

already been allocated.  

It was suggested that this proposal be pursued as part of the Town Council’s 

land management review. 

AGREED that, as suggested, this proposal be pursued as part of the Town Council’s 

land management review. 

 

EN/2020/73 LEISURE CYCLE ROUTE 

It was noted that the Town Council’s desire for a leisure cycle route had been 

submitted as part of the Town Council’s response to West Berkshire Council’s 

consultation on its draft Leisure Strategy.  

In addition, Councillor Cottam advised that the Recreation and Amenities 

Committee had agreed to consider development of a leisure strategy, that 

would include the ambition of a leisure cycle route. 

 

EN/2020/74 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

  There was no other business. 

 

EN/2020/75 RECOMMENDATIONS TO COMMITTEE OR COUNCIL 

AGREED to submit the following recommendations to the Recreation and Amenities  

Committee: 

i. That the Action Plan be presented to the Recreation and Amenities 

Committee when it meets on 11th January 2021 with a recommendation 

for adoption. 

 

ii. That the role of Environmental Champion be adopted and the terms of 

the role be agreed as follows: “to communicate and promote Thatcham 

Town Council’s aims and ambitions to the wider community”. 

 

iii. That funding of £18,833.21 be allocated from the Climate Emergency 

Fund for the upgrade of outstanding LED lighting at Town Council 

venues. 

 

EN/2020/76 DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

- 18th February 2021 

- 8th April 2021 

  Plus additional meetings as needed. 

 

There being no further business, the Chairman declared the meeting closed at 8.46pm  

 

 

 

Signed: _________________________________     Date: ___________________ 


