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Minutes of a meeting of the  

Broadway Public Conveniences Working Party 

held on Monday 17th February 2020 at 6pm in the Council Chamber, 

Brownsfield Road, Thatcham 

 
Present: Councillors Jeff Brooks, Mike Cole and Keith Woodhams  
 
In attendance: Mel Taylor (Town Clerk) 

Mike Aslin (Services Manager) 
 

BPCWP/2020/01 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
There were no apologies for absence. 

BPCWP/2020/02 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
There were no declarations of interest. 

BPCWP/2020/03  MINUTES 
 Members received the Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th 

November 2019. 
 
AGREED that the Minutes of the meeting held on the 4th November 2019 to be 

signed as a true record of the proceedings. 
  
 
BPCWP/2020/04    BROADWAY PUBLIC CONVENIENCES 

The Town Clerk confirmed that a meeting had been held with the 
designers Mursell, to review the project with reference to an update on 
future costs.  Mursell confirmed they could provide budget estimates for 
the three Part M compliant disabled toilet option at a cost of £495.00 
plus VAT 
 
The Services Manager provided feedback that although he liked the 
toilet design aesthetically, he felt that there were some operational 
issues with the 3 toilet design that needed to be reviewed, as follows: 
 

1. Reducing the toilet facilities from 8 x WCs and removal of the 
urinals to 3 unisex disabled toilets would lead to a 
considerable increase in cleaning requirements and paper 
restocking throughout the day leading to increased cost and 
potential difficulties with keeping the toilets clean.  MA also 
had a stronger specific concern relating to the specific 
removal of the urinals and highlighting that there would be 
addition cleaning issues with a unisex option.  

2. The need to hire in additional toilets for special events at the 
Broadway needed to also be noted i.e. Christmas light events 
etc where large audience attend. Note - see welfare 
guidelines (Purple Guide for Events). 

3. MA updated Councillors on drug issues that occur regularly at 
the toilets and highlighting that there is current Police 
involvement for 8 needles found in the previous week in sinks 
and on the floors in the large open space. MA raised concerns 
that the new design with individual toilet with separate access 
was more concealed / private making it easier for any drug 
related activity to take place.  Concerns were also raised for  
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baby change facilities incorporated within the new smaller 
toilet design relating to any needles that could have been left.  

4. The current disabled toilet design is in part viewable and 
accessible to members of the public in the vicinity to respond 
to a disabled person having an issue such as collapsing or 
needing support. MA raised the issue of a disabled persons 
raising an alarm in the event of an emergency and what 
response levels were in place in / out of hours from the Town 
Council.   

5. Lastly, MA updated that there are current repairs outstanding 
and on hold for on the Broadway toilets such as the hot water 
repair and electrical works needing to go forward before any 
agreed building work was implemented. 

Councillors confirmed they were keen to incorporate a design with reduced floor space for 
the toilet facilities due to the over sizing of the current facilities.  This would allow for an 
additional room that could be used for alternative usage such as a space for the  
Police to use at night, Council surgeries and any other option available.  
 
 Councillors requested additional information for historic drug issues 

historically at the toilet to better understand the severity of the problem. 
 
Agreed It was also requested that the Services Manager put together a basic 

sketch for an alternative design option to review as an additional option.
  

 
BPCWP/2020/05 RECOMMENDATIONS TO THE RECREATION AND AMENIITIES 

COMMITTEE  
 

Recommendations to the Recreation and Amenities Committee are to 
be undertaken once the agreed outcome from above has been 
concluded. 

 
 
BPCWP/2020/06 DATE OF NEXT MEETING 
 To be confirmed. 

 

 There being no further business the Chairman declared the meeting 
closed at 6:40pm  

 

 

 Signed: ____________________________ Date: ________________ 

 

 
 
 


