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Objectives 

 
 

The objectives in the draft strategy relate to relevant local, regional and national policies and 

strategies, and have been developed through consultation and feedback from stakeholders. 

8. How far do you agree or disagree with the objectives in the draft strategy? 

Neither agree  Strongly 

Strongly agree Agree nor disagree Disagree disagree 

Ensure our cultural and heritage organisations   

thrive and are as sustainable as possible-- AGREE 

Contribute to the improvement of the health and 

wellbeing of all our residents-    STRONGLY 

AGREE 

Improve access to cultural education, learning and 

employment-STRONGLY AGREE 

 

Protect and promote our unique cultural history, 

heritage and environment- AGREE 

Increase domestic and international tourism to 

generate income, investment and increase 

economic resilience   -NEITHER AGREE OR 

DISAGREE 

 
Please tell us the reasons for your responses. 

 
Would like to stress the importance of objective of ‘’improving access to cultural and education, learning and 

employment ‘’ and ask how is this / will this be measured?  

Agree and note that one of its challenges is that ‘rural / urban nature of the district 
means that some have less access to culture and heritage opportunities’ 
 
The main issue is how this can be addressed and that this is therefore developed further into specific action steps that 
address this as an issue.   To clarify further on this: 

 
There is a bias of venue provision of arts and culture which is Newbury centric – all examples of venues in reports 
‘good examples of practice’ fall outside of Thatcham with most venues in Newbury. Thatcham as second largest 
parish/district in West Berks with population second in size of Newbury. We believe that there is a strong appetite for 
culture and arts in Thatcham and yet little research appears to be available that shows ‘current and potential’ 
audiences of Thatcham residents and also examines what the barriers might be for provision.  This must be placed 
as a key central action task so that their appropriate approaches can then be addressed. 
 
Ofsted reports would suggest that there are good opportunities for cultural learning within Thatcham primary and 
secondary schools, but we would suggest that thereafter there is poor local access to resources and provision after 
leaving school.  
Some outcomes may clarify the need for a much stronger outreach approach that supports a greater cultural support.   
 



 

 
Arts Events and Venue events are biased towards Newbury with little current examples of proactive provision of 
activity that reaches to Thatcham (and outlying parishes etc).  
 
EG:  Thatcham Festival is developing a strong cultural offer despite lack of support from West Berks cultural 
agencies we would argue.   
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9. Are there any changes or additions to the objectives you think we should consider? 

  Yes

 No 

If yes, please tell us what changes or additions you would like to see included and why. 

 

       YES – Would suggest that the objective re ‘Health and Well Being should be expanded to include  

      the importance that culture can play in this’’ 

- New objective is put in that is ‘Make provision for an outreach offer that looks at making cultural and 

Arts provision into the wider West Berkshire catchment ‘ 
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10. Please rank the objectives from one to five in order of priority. One being the highest priority. You can 

mark an objective as N/A if you don't think it should be a priority at all. 

 
 

 
Ensure our cultural and heritage organisations thrive and are as sustainable as possible  3 

 
 
 
 
 

Contribute to the improvement of the health and wellbeing of all our residents    

2  

 
 
 
 
 

Improve access to cultural education, learning and employment  

1 

 
 
 
 
 

Protect and promote our unique cultural history, heritage and environment  

4 

 
 
 
 
 

Increase domestic and international tourism to generate income, investment and increase economic resilience  

5 
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Aims 

 
 

The aims in the draft strategy relate directly to the objectives, and have been developed through 

consultation and feedback from stakeholders. 

11. How far do you agree or disagree with the aims in the draft strategy? 

Neither agree  Strongly 

Strongly agree Agree nor disagree Disagree disagree 

Strive to provide increased economic resilience for 

organisations, small and medium enterprises 

(SME’s) and individuals in the cultural heritage 

sector.-AGREE 

Develop the cultural and heritage sector to meet 

short, medium, and long-term needs of residents,                                                                                                  

  taking a lifespan approach--  STRONGLY AGREE 

 
Support the education and cultural heritage sector 

to develop and deliver arts and creative learning 

opportunities, training and career progression 

AGREE 

Protect and promote cultural assets across West 

Berkshire  AGREE 

Promote and raise awareness amongst potential 

visitors of the wealth and diversity of culture and 

heritage   NEIETHER AGREE NOR DISAGREEE 

 
Please tell us the reasons for your responses. 
PRIORITY is to focus on the needs of all its residents. Get this right and all else follows. See our previous comments on question number 8. 
 
Protecting cultural assets follow an inventory of what our residents feel are the important areas to protect, 
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12. Are there any changes or additions to the aims you think we should consider? 

  Yes

 No 

If yes, please tell us what changes or additions you would like to see included and why. 

 

Aim must be to gain more intelligence on what the cultural aspirations are from all of West Berkshires residents, 2,500 poppies knit by  

Individual Thatcham residents in a 4 week period with little promotion shows there is an ability and willingness for its residents to be 
creative if the right topic is presented. What do Thatcham residents want with regard to access to culture and the arts ?  
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Actions 

 
 

The actions in the draft strategy relate directly to the objectives and aims, and have been developed 

through consultation and feedback from stakeholders. 

 
They'll be further developed and added to with stakeholders and partners to create a delivery plan, but 

for now we'd like your initial feedback. 

13. How far do you agree or disagree with the actions under aim one? 

 
Strive to provide increased economic resilience for organisations, small and medium enterprises (SME’s) and 

individuals in the cultural heritage sector 

Neither agree  Strongly 

Strongly agree Agree nor disagree Disagree disagree 

Increase inward investment through joint initiatives 

and external funding   AGREE 

Increase and develop joined up working between 

organisations and effective strategic partnership                                                                                                  

                            STRONGLY AGREE  

 
Please tell us the reasons for your responses and list any actions you think are missing. 

Applaud the partnership approach to its action centered tasks but would ask for fair representation from 

organisations that can represent Thatcham. 

 
Add Thatcham Heritage working group, Thatcham U3A , Friends of Thatcham Library, Thatcham Town 

Council and Community Forum as cultural resources or potential cultural resources. 
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14. How far do you agree or disagree with the actions under aim two? 

 
Develop the cultural and heritage sector to meet short, medium, and long-term needs of residents, taking a 

lifespan approach 

Neither agree  Strongly 

Strongly agree Agree nor disagree Disagree disagree 

Develop strategic partnerships and programmes for 

those with complex needs, who are vulnerable, and 

for whom there exists the most barriers to access 

and participation  AGREE 

Develop and deliver effective projects and 

programmes which meet health and wellbeing 

priorities as identified in council and health service 

strategic plans  AGREE 

Increase access to culture and heritage for our rural 

and urban communities including children and 

young people   STRONGLY AGREE 

 
Please tell us the reasons for your responses and list any actions you think are missing. 
 
Access to culture is the key. Schools in Thatcham have strong offers but after school and learning school resources are limited due to  
Resources being Newbury centric. See previous questions and our answers. 
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15. How far do you agree or disagree with the action under aim three? 

 
Support the education and cultural heritage sector to develop and deliver arts and creative learning 

opportunities, training, and career progression 

Neither agree  Strongly 

Strongly agree Agree nor disagree Disagree disagree 

Support and promote opportunities for 

apprenticeships and paid internships, through 

partnerships with local cultural and heritage 

organisations and businesses- AGREE 

 
Please tell us the reasons for your response and list any actions you think are missing. 
 
Would be good to see research which shows creative drain from leaving school to employment in West Berkshire in creative areas . 
Newbury College is only post school learning offer. 
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16. How far do you agree or disagree with the actions under aim four? 

 
Protect and promote cultural assets across West Berkshire 

Neither agree  Strongly 

Strongly agree Agree nor disagree Disagree disagree 

Increase investment through strategic partnership 

applications to external funding bodies- Neither 

agree or disagree 

Increase volunteering schemes—Neither agree or disagree                                                                                                                                                                                                                                    

          Increase and develop joined up working, including 

with non- arts/heritage organisations, to engage a 

wider understanding, appreciation and enjoyment of 

West Berkshire’s historic and cultural assets and 

landscape-- Agree 

 
Please tell us the reasons for your responses and list any actions you think are missing. 
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17. How far do you agree or disagree with the actions under aim five? 

 
Promote and raise awareness amongst potential visitors of the wealth and diversity of culture and heritage 

Neither agree  Strongly 

Strongly agree Agree nor disagree Disagree disagree 

Develop partnerships and programmes across the 

cultural, heritage, landscape and tourism sectors to 

create experiential tourism opportunities Neither 

agree or disagree 

Increase public awareness of the wealth and 

diversity of cultural and heritage activities, events Neither agree or disagree                                            

                                                                                                                                                                      and places 

across the district 

 
Develop partnerships to create and promote 

experiential tourism opportunities and promote 

these to tourism providers Neither agree or 

disagree 

Research and seek financial support from external 

funders / investors to develop tourism Neither 

agree or disagree 

 
Please tell us the reasons for your responses and list any actions you think are missing. 
 
Do not believe that currently tourism is the priority for West Berkshire and its existing cultural offer. Key objectives as already mentioned  
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18. Any further comments about the draft strategy? 
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Impact of Coronavirus Pandemic 

 
 

Given the current situation with Coronavirus, we'd also like to ask you a few questions about how it 

has impacted your/your organisation's work. 

19. Have you/your organisation been impacted negatively by the Coronavirus pandemic? 

  Yes, severely impacted 

   Yes, significantly impacted  

- YES  

   Yes, slightly impacted 

  No 
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20. Please tell us a little about how the Coronavirus has impacted you/your organisation negatively. 
 

Pandemic has created issues and solutions; in events some are obvious such as need to build online 

audiences and support the opportunity to develop this. The ability that outdoor ‘art installations’ have as 

solutions in pandemic.  With our services being closed it has affected both income loss and community 

resilience in facilities being closed and organisations unable to meet, practice their hobbies  
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21. Have you/your organisation been impacted positively by the Coronavirus pandemic? 

  Yes, greatly impacted 

  Yes, significantly impacted 

   Yes, slightly impacted   YES 

SLIGHTLY  

  No 
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22. Please tell us a little about how the Coronavirus has impacted you/your organisation positively. 

SEE 21. 
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